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Student Vereion 



LEGENDS OF KING ARTHUR 



INTRODUCTION 



Many of you are probably familiar with Walt Disney* s production of 
The Sword In the S tone and know some of the stories surrounchng the 
court of king 3Sthur at Cameloi* But who was the real King Arthur? 

The facts have become so lost in legend and fantasy that all we know 
for certain is that he was one of the last Romanir^sed Britons to fight 
against the invadl^ Saxons at the end of the fifth century. Under his 
leadershi p, the Saxons were driven back and En^nd was united under a 
native ruler as once she had been under the Roman conquerors. In 
the earliest record of Arthur^ written during the ninth century^ he is 
spoken of as a soldier^ more like a chieftain or general than a king, 
who lived a simple life and fou^ twelve victorious battles against the 
Saxons. Bvit as the historical events grew dim in people's memories, 
stories of a great king clustered more and more aroux^ Arthur until 
he settned to be an emperor equi'^ent to Charlemagne, surrounded by 
a company of noble knights who were sworn to defexd the weak. You 
are going to read stories of King Arthm* and his kni^xts because they 
are part of our heritage* You may read them simply as stories dP 
mystery and adventure, or as stories of the soul's struggle to find its 
way. Although the figures are medie^;al and the Fellowship of the Round 
Table is an idea that goes back at least to 1155. the themes of these 
stories are universal. Everyone has in his own mind a world far stranger 
thftn that outside him; it is Ais inner world of dreams that forms the 
subject matter of these stories. 

Yet history and myth are so intermingled in the Arthurian legends 
that some of the supernatural Itiappenings have a kind of historical founda- 
tion. For example, in the account of lung Arthur's pulling of the sword 
from the stone, we may have a reference to idie early age of metals 
when a hero proved himself by his power to forge his own weapoiu 
Another example of historical fact in the midst of all the fantasy is that 
an adviser such as Merlin would be indispensable to earfy kings in their 
attempt to hold their place among warring rivals. Even the forest that 
is the scene of so many encounters may be considered the real 
forest that at one time covered much of England. 

But if these tales were nothing but history, they probably would not 
have held the attention of so many peo{de. both young and ol^ for «o 
many centuries, l^re importsmt l^n ai^bing historical is the view 
that pervades these stories* We may desctdbe this view as one which 
. accepts the unseen powers that shape the individual's destix^* The case 
with which Arthur pulls the sword from the stone revea^ that it is his 
destiny to do ^e ndraculous deed. Arthur is chosen to be king; 
laterSir Galahad is "rlKMien to succeed In the quest for the Holy Grail. 
Yet We can see, too. that all the Arthurian heroes have their destinies 
determined by their own characters. Nothix^ outside Sir Launcelot forbids 

from succeeding in his quest for the Grail^ but <ndv his own h^rt. 
which is more set oh Guenever timn on the service of God. For ell the 
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xnagi^Afid. Btraw^ ILu*^ 

real aff wy ypu'ldaoiw* Perl^ps in. the long run* xhis is ki^ i» rwlity 
thatiitewtu^ to offer tie. It is not hecessar^Mstsoricsl rea:^^ 
but it is spiritualUreali:^^ ^ you are tested now to share some adventures 
havA more meatdng^ first ap^rs» 

Kotes The word "cavalry? ie derived ftrom the . 

rHa^i^r e a horse, lwt.lt came to stand for such idwls of knljMv conduct 

as dt^n to God M the 

bataes fou^ to redress wmngs or ft defend the knli^'s ht)nor. But 
opiy young xnon of si^lo fttmilfes could bocoino knijpts^ *or comtoon 
people were n^ allowed to bear arms. 



Study Questions for Part i . 

1. Why is it so important that Arthur should be able to perform the 
magic at pulling the swoi^ from the stone? 

2. WI^ did the nobles delay so long in recognising and crownixjg 
Arthur? 

3. The ytriburian legends are filled with magic ^ with 

deeds, but they are also fiz^y rooted in reality. It is this coinbwtton 
that has inade them so popular for so many hundreds of yws* 
this combiiwtion work in the story of the establishment of Arthur's 

kixigdom? 

4. There is more tl»n one sort o^ reality. V/hat aspect of reality 
is dealt with in Section Vt 

5. What magical qualities were attached to the sword E xca l& ur 
and its scabbax^? Wl^ did Arthur as king need this protection? 



6. If there is a deeper meaning epnyeyed through the sto^ ^ 

Ezealibur. how would you interpret it ? V/hat m4^ the Lady of the 
La^r^ the forest itoelf, sighity? 

7. Part Vi of this section onda with a empious in^fsBf in jeMch 
Artlnir tries to s^aU the children to sea, Tlds sort of inciwnt is 
very coxnman in literature* The recurrence in literature of shnilar 
situations or of similar themes or of similar attitudes is called a SS^& 

Can you think of ai^rthlng you have road this motif 

ful ettemp* to destroy a d#d appears? What do you think is the significance 

Whit is the signifioance of the iteuwi Table and, the "seat 

^ the Round Table? 
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10, oath sw<M Ii3r the the do you 

* te^i^conl^ the lawless world that lived iu? 

11, ^ Ifou lAviriowiTiimdm^: WsrieB^ about^lMttg Arthur, 

Is each «u episode Mzat8tei^el<Hie4 or^re thc^ coxmefMed t^^aiqfthi^ 

12 , A writer often unconsciously ptds into hie work the prevailing 

point view of Mli l^hid^detaMi incdud in these stories point 

to ^e writer as living in feudal times? How can you e3qp>lain this, knofwing 
that the historic Arthur lived at the end of the fifth century? 



Study ftu^itlone fp r Part H 

1, Woidd this stoty be suitable fcr a movie? Give reasons for 
your ansWer;^^ 

2, This story follows the typical ssirrative pattern of beginning, 

middle, and' end. What is :iA<duded in the beginning? Where does it 
end? idat^Mie:-ev^ take place in the middle section. What pattern 

does tto arrangement foUow? 

3 , This story follows a formula that is as old as story-telling 
itself, and that is as popular and successful today as it was in Maloxya 
time. What is thit fOrihula, and wi^ do you think it is so popular? 

4 , Can you fi^ ai^ familiar motifs operating in this story? 

3, Apart from pure entertainment^ do you think there is any other 
purpose behind the story? How has this determined the form the story 
takes? 

6, W% does Gareth endure ^e bad treatment he got from i^inet, 
especially whenhe dsesnH end up marrying her ? 

7, How well did Gareth know the lady whom he rescued? Wlydid 

he wknt^ to znarry her ? Why do you su^i^se she would not even see hlx?i 
for:a;year? 



Stu^ Questions ^ M&SL 



1. What is the significance of the Seat Perilous? Why did it remain 
OJW Ctel«h»d.wantit9 receive Ms knli^ithoiaa trom the:liaiid 
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faiX be who broa^ Sir GaiiOsad 
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6^ dld^dilihadf^^ 



Stedy QSi^ttio^ for 



1. What caused the . dissbliifcion of thijRouxid Table? Goid^dthia 
have beeh aVbided? Gi^ xedlib^ for ye>or answer* 

2. We have said that the Arthinriim legends arc rooted in reaUty* 

BevieW the caiiies bf the decay of the Rciuhd Tabic. To what degree 
is nature involved in the catastrojphe? How realistic is this? 

3. Why did GaWaine behave as he did? Wl^ did Arthur allow hiriself 
to be guidedby Gawaine ? 

4. What is the significance of the i,*etiir»iag of the sword to the 
take? 

5. Why doesnH Arthur die on the battlefield like everyone elue? 



e. With Arthur dead, wl^ did Launcelot and Guensver not niarry, 
and spend the rest of their lives together? Could this story have ended 
ai^ other way than in tragedy? Give reasons for your answer. 



Suggestions for Writilng Assignments 

1* Write a brief account of life in feudal times as you have pieced the 
picture together from your reading of the Arthurian Lagends. 

2, Describe in de^il two knights in full armor engaged in combat. 

You may write this from the jromantic viewpoint of a distant spectator, 
or from the realistic: viewpoint of a participant. The tone may be 
either serious or htunorous, 

3, Discuss the supernatural elements that are woven into the stories 

of Arthur, Compare them with other legends you are familiar with, 
and tx^r to e^lain their significance, , 

4, Cohere |t|S story of Gareth and Unet with a popular television show, 

ilPoi^^O&r^'l .f!^^ are cpxnmon Wo both, and then note the import - 

al®3bffef(^0^ if you can, try tO say which seems to you the better 
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5, King Arthur and the Kni^iit 4^ fable were the heroes of 
feudal society. The stories of tlieit* exploits reveal a lot about the 
peoj^i^sirho iTdmirea themi f hajbtiigvipr they:|p^^ 

* the kind of behavior th^ expected of themselves, althou^ few were 
able to live up to the ideal. Gareth, for example accepted the scorn 
of Linet with' noble Te'straint ahd^ cdurtesyw^? He r eapeeted^iheki^^ly 
qui^ies^^ mWh Who appoied him,K andvpersiirtcfd with cour£.ge in the 
face' Ctf^xiger^^nd -har^ i«d acConiplished his^ purpose of 

freeiiigthe impi^ohed Da^e 

Who are the heroes of today? Write a few paragrai^ about the exploits 
of one of them, and show how these deeds and these heroes reflect the 
values of our mddern societyi the "things we consider important, ^bcplain 
what kiftd Of pe^e we are in the light of the qualities we admire. 

•«tr/ 

6* ^veral times during the telling of the stories Of King Arthur, Malory 
has suggested that no ihatter what a man does, he is powerless to ctonge 
his destiny. Find instances that illustrate this belief, and discuss the 
influexice this idea had Upon the lives of Arthur «nd his knii^its. 

7. Write an account of the life of someone you admire. Be specific, 
and tell exactly what this person has done to earn your admiration. What 
does this reveal Bboat yourself? 



PART ONE 



OF THE COlimG OP ARTHUR AND THE BEGINNING OF 

.ms REIGN 

^ Of iBe Birth of Kihg Arthur, ttnd of the Death of King Uther Pendgagon» 



It befell in tl?« days of Uther Pendragon, when he was king of all 
Engliuid, fhat there dwel^t ^ his l^gdpm a lady both. fair and wise, and 
her n^e WkS called’ igi^ine. The king liked and loved this lady well, 
taut desp^ed jolif winning her juid at length for great love of fair Igraine 
the king Ijid^r fell sick, ^en came Sir Ulfius, a notale knight, to the 
kihg Uther knd asked the king why he was sick. 

"I shall tejl thee, ** said the king, '*I am sick for love of fair Igraine 
and I may not be healed. '* 

"Well, my lord, " said Sir Ulfius, "I shall seek the magician Merlin, 
and he shall do you reme<fy, so that your heart shall be pleased. 

And when Ulffeis had found the magician, he had no' need to say why 
he had cokae, for Merlin knew all, and came strai.^tway to King Uther 
and said, 

"Sir, I know all your heart; if ye will be sworn unto me, as ye be a 
true king, to ftilfil my desire, ye shall have your desire> " 

Then the king was sworn ^^itpon the four Evangelists. 

"Sir, ” said Merlin, "this is my desire: that your first cWld, when it 
shall be bom, shall be delivered to me to bring up as I choose; for this 
shall be to your honor and to the child^s own great advantage. ' 

All this was agreed upon, and shortly thereafter King Uther and the 
lady Igraine were married amid great mirth and joy. 

It befell after a time that Queen Igraine was delivered of a son. Then 
came Merlin unto the king and reminded him of their bargain. 

"Sir, " he said, "I know a lord of yOurs in this land, that is a true and 
faithful man, a lord of Ik^rge possessions in man^ parts of England and 
Wales, and his name is Sir Ector, and he shall have the care of your child. 

So the child was delivered unchrisiened unto Merlin, and he bare it 
forth unhp Sir Ector, and made a holy inan to christen him, and named him 
Arthutrf and Sir Ector’s wife cherished him as her own child. 

Th0h fyro years King Uther fell sick of a great malady, so that 

three dkj^ ind three nijj^ he was speechless: wherefore all the barons 
made great sorrow, and asked Merlhi what counsel were best. 

, **T|i#rd’ & ho remedy, " said Merlin, "God will have his wlH. But 
look 3iS,;id4bamns, before J^g Uther tomorrow# and I. shall make 

hith ti Irpiehk. " 
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- So Oft the mOiftrow the? barcfts came with Merlin : before the hing; 
then Merlin said aloftd unto KJng Utber^ 

yOftr-Sas Ai^ king after your days, of fhie realm and 
all tl^ belong to 1^?'' 

Then Uther P&idx^gon turned himself, iand said in hearing of them all, 

■’f gl^ Mm God’s blessing and mine, and bid him pray for my soul, 
and righteously and honorably claim the cream, else he will forfeit my 
blessing." 

And therewith he yielded up the ghost, and was laid in a tomb aa be- 
fitted a king. Wherefore the queen, fair Igraine, and all the barons made^ 
great sorrow. 

n. How Arthur Wa>^ Chosen King Through the Wonde: s an^l Mabels of a 
Sword Taken but oF a Stone, ana of How King Arthur Crowned . 

After the death of Uther Pendragon the realm stood In great jeopardy, 
for Arthur was yet a child and many mighty lords struggled to claim the 
crown. 

When some years had passed. Merlin went to the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, and counselled him to send for all the lords of the realm, and 
all the gentlemen of arms, that they should come to London by Christmas, 
and for tMff cause— that some miracle would show who should be rig^ful 
king df the realm. So aE the lords and gentlemen of arms came unto London 
and many of them had said confession, that they might be the more ac- 
ceptable unto God. 

And on Christmas Day, in the greatest church of London, they were 
all gathered long before dawn to pray. And when the first mass was done, 
there was seen in the churchyard, against the high altar, a great stone, 
four-sqftare,* ’’like unto a marble stone, and In the midst therem.was an 
anvlL ^df steel, a foot high, and therein stuck, by the point:, a fair sword 
with flaked bUde, and letters there were, written in gold about the sword, 
that said ihiis: 

WHOSO PULLETH OUT THIS SWORD PROM THIS SiPONE AND 

ANVIL, IS RIGHTWISE KING BORN OP ALL ENGLAND, 

And when they saw the writing some attempted to pull out the sword, 
t-hose who- desired to be l^g. But none might stir the sawd, nor move 

"Hi is not hire, ** said the Archbishop, "that shaU achieve this ^ng, 

Isat ddftbt met that GOd shall make him imosn. Therefore let us ^provide 
ten knights, men of good fame, to keep watch over this sword. 

^^it drdainedi and'procUmatibn was made that every man that 
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wisJiied should essay to win the sword* And upon New Year Day the 
barons arranged for a great touniament to be held^ for the purpose of 
keeping the lords and the common people toge^r« for the Archbishop 
tnasted that God would make known him that should win the sword* 

So upon New Year’s Day, after mass was done« the barons rode into 
tlie fields some to joust and some to tourney* Arid so it happened that Sir 
Ector, that had large estates near London, rode unto the jousts, and with 
tdm rode Sir Kay, his smi^ and young Arthur, that was Ms foster brother* 
And as they lode. Sir Kay found that he had no sword, for he had left it at 
his father’s lodgMg, and he prayed young Arthur to ride for his sword* 

”I will, ** said Arthur, and rode fast after the sword, but when he came 
"‘home he found no one there^to give Mm the sword, for all were out to see 
the jousting* Then was Arthur wroth, and said to himself, 

'*! will ride to the churchyard, and take the sword with me that sticketh 
in the stone, for my brother Sir Kay shall not be without a sword this day. 

When he came to the churchyard, Arthur alit and tied Ms horse to the 
stUe* Then he looked about Mm, 6ut he found there no knights, who should 
have been guarding the sword, for they were at the jousting* So he grasped 
the sword by the hilt and quickly and strongly pulled it out of the stone, and 
took his horse and rode until he came to Ms brother Sir Kay, and delivered 
him the sword* 

As soon as Sir Kay saw the sword he knew well it was the sword of the 
stone, and so be :rode to Ms father Sir Ector* 

“Sir, “ he said, “lo^ here is the sword of the stone, wherefore I must 
be king of tMs land* “ 

When Sir Ector beheld the sword he turned back, and came to the churcl 
and they went inside all tliree* And there he made Sir Kay to swear upon 
a book how he came by that sword* 

"Sir, " then said Sir Kay, "by my brother Arthur, for he brou^t it 
tome*" 

*''Hbw got ye this sword? " said Sir Ector to Arthur* 

And Arthur told Mm. how it had happened* 




”Now, " said Sir Ector, ^‘Lunderstand ye must be king of this land* ' 

"Wherefore I?'* said Arthur, "and for what cause?" 

"Sir, " said Sir Ector, "God will have it spi for never a man should 
drawiout tMs sword^ Ijut he thatshall be rightways king of this land. Now 
lot me see whether ye can put the sword there as it was, and jxsll it out 

a^idn#" 'i'---- - ' • - ^ • 

. "Thatis no deed of prowls, said: Az^r, and so he put it back in 
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the sloae*' Sir Ector ^eiiayedito puH swcn?d^^a^^ fa^ed« 

■-,... r -it ■■•■•. ' 'U.'rt ■!|>-- ? ‘ '• '' ' y.“»' 

"Nour ** said-Sir ^tdr imto Kay; ^ And Sir JCay pwHcdmt the 

sword with aU hia ndi^l bttt it ^ - 



> U ? 






"NOw^steOl ye ess!iy, eaid Sir Ector to Artlrnr. 



"I will«»:*'- said>Artlidxv todjullddit- oak :ea^ily« Ar d^SSierewith Sir. Ector 
feseUdoatotothesarthiiia^SiriK^^ * 

. ‘ • - ' -» ‘ - . V - ' i - ' '' ‘ 

''Alas. said Arthur, "my own dear father and brother, why kneel 
ye to me?" 

"Nay, as^i ray lord Arthur^ it is not so*^' I was never ywir fathe nor 
of your bloody but I Imow well ye are of a higher blood than I thought ye 
were. " 



And then Sir Ector told. Arthur how he had been entrusted to him by 
Merlin. Then Arthur made: great sorrow when he understood that Sir Ector 
was not his father. ' 



"Sir, " said Sir Ector unto Arthur, "will ye be my good and gracious 
lord adien ye ^are king?" 

"If not, then were I much to blame, " said Arthur, "for ye are 

in the world that I am most beholden to. And if ever it be God s will 
that I be king, as ye say, ye shall ask of me what ye will, and I shall not 
fail you; Ck)d forbid I should faU you. " 

"Sir, " said Sir Ector, "I will ask no more of you than that ye will^^ 
make my son, your fbster brother Sir Kay^ sencscl3uU:of all your lands. 

"That shall be done, " said Arthur, "and ty my faitiii never a man 
shall have- that office but he, whilerhe andt-live; " 

Therewith they went unto the Archbishop, and told him how the sword 
was achieved^ and ty whom. ^ 



On Twelfth all the b came thither, that all. who so wished 
mi^ eassy to win> the sword.r yBut there 'before them there mig^ 

none^iake it out birt Arthur,. Wherefore there were many lords wroth, and 
they said it was a great shame unto them and all the realm to be governed 
by a boy born W?no Mghybl664o for there were hone yet that knew he was 
the son of Uther Pehitea^n.c Aud sort^ all agreed that^the decision be 
putol^ tm ^dlemas, and'then b^ nieet^ere again. 
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So:at Ctndl»ttias^haiany mo have won 

tite swerd,. hut^hei^'ai^mig&ttooa^pfevail^j^^^^ had ^naat 

C: iliristmas^-^sb^did h# agm at Oendiemas^; and: piUlednout tl» swordr^jaslly. 
At' thls^thesbiUPOhi«werie‘^ihiaoh a|grlev^ off ^e decision^tlli the 

hi^ imu offEasteri^ before^ so: did hemi h 

llaste 1 i ^3 but^^ 0 f^tl^^|ra•t^lbrda^ wer«lihdlgw^ Arthur smwld 

thw^feast of Pentecost. 
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Then the Archbishop of Canterbury^ by Biferlin’s ad^ce« summoned 
the best iod^^^bat they^^ get^ siich hnlghts as Uther Fendx«goa 
loved best^and iznisted zQb^ In his own day, and these knights were put 
about Arthur* Sir Baudwin of Britain, Sir Kay, Sir Ulfius, Sir Bra^ias— 
all t^e^ with many others, were always about Arthur, day and night, till 
the feast, of Pentecost, 




And at fftsuit of Pentecost all i^nner of men essayed to pull out 
the swordj, but none mi;^ prevail but Arthur, and he pulled it out before 
all the lords and commoners that were there. Wherefore all commoners 
cried at once. 



"We will have Arthur for oar king! We will delay no more, for we 
see that it is God’s will that he shall be our Idng, and who that holdeth 
against it, we will slay him. " 

And therewith they all kneeled at cmce, both rich and poor, and begged 
mercy of Arthur because they had delayed him so long. And Arthur for- 
gave them, and took the sword between both his hands, and offered it upcm 
ihe adtar where the Arofablsliop was, and so he was made knight by tl^ best 
man t^t was there. . • ' ^ 



And so at^once was the coronation held. And there was he sworn unto 
his lords and to the common peoj^e to be a true king, to govern with true 
justice from thenceforth, aU the days of his life. 



5H. Of the First War That Ring Arthur Had , and How He Won the Field. 



After he was crowned, many complaints were made unto King Arthur 
of great wrongs that were done since tihe death o! King Uther, of many 
lords, knights, hidies, and gentlemen who had been unjustly bereaved of 
their lands. Wherefore King Arthur made the lands to be i^ven again unto 
them ^t owned them. 

When tMs was done^ and the king had settled all the lands about Lon^n, 
then did he make Shr Kay seneschal of England; and Sir. Baudwin of Britain 
was made constable; and Sir Ulfius was made chamberlain; and Sir Brastias 
was made war^n of the cmmtry north of the River Trento for here dwelt 
manypf the king’s enemies, 

XTfaen the. Idng removed into Wales, and proclaimed a great feast to be 
held at Pentecost after the coronation, at the city of Carlion, and imto the 
feast came six-mightjibldiigS, amongithem King Lot of Orkney and King 
Uriels of Gore^ imd^^with tiiem their And King Arthur was glad of 

their, coming,; for he; thoui^ttiuit they had; come to do him honors wherefore 
the Id^ nmde greatrjoy^ and sent the king! and kni|d>fo great presents. But 
the^l^gS wou^Id none receive,, and.said theyhad^wi wish to receive gifts of 
a lwN^e iW blood, Md they sent Wm word4hat 

theyrwere comt to glyf hto-^fts with hard swords betwixt the neck and the 
shot^rs,. Isir it was great shame to all them to see such a boy have the 
rule dr so noble a realm as this land was. 
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T^tt ill m Idngs Urn siege i0 towsr, whehce Arthur had 

gone Mtfc fiW Bohdred goidd aieh. Sdbn thare cstme Merlin, , among the 
kings, and then all asked him, 

"is?dr:W|»t ei^e is thirt Ar^ 

said Merlin, -I shall tell 701 the cause: for that he is 
Uther PendragoQ*8 s<nu, ^ shall be king and overcome all his enemies; 
and, befin^e he dies, he shall long be idng bi all England, and have under - 
his power Wales, Ireland, and Scotland, and more realms than I will now 
name.'* 

Some of the kings mai^eUed at Merlin's words, and c^emed it well 
that it should be as he said; but some of them, as King Lot, lauded him 
to scorn; and others called him a witch* But they agreed that Arthur mig^ 
come out safely and speak wim them. So Merlin went unto King Arthur, 
and said, 

*’Fear oot,^ but come out boldly and speak with them, and spare them 
not, but answer them as their king and cMoftain, for ye shall overcome 
them aB, whether they wto or not« ** 

Then iUrthur came out of his tower, and under his gown he had armor 
of double mail, and there went with him the Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
Sir Baudwitt of Britain, and Sir Kay, and Sir Brastias. And when ^y were 
metir there was no meekness, but stout words on both sides; hut always 
King Arthur answered them boldly, and said he would make them to bow 
if be lived* Wherdfere they departed with wrath, and both sides prepared 
them for battle* 



*»What will ye do?’* said Merlin to the kings* "Ye were better to re- 
fratei for ye shall not here prevail, thou^^i ye were ten times so nxany. 

”Be we well-advised to fear a, dream-reader?” said King Lot* With 
that Merlin yanished awsYr snd came to King Arthur* 



”Sir, ” S9dd Merlin, not with the sword that ye got by miracle, 

tiH ye see the worst approach, tlien 4raw it out and do your best* 

And sir l^dwk. Sir l6iy. Sir Brastias, and all Arthur's knights slew 
on the ri|^ hand and on ^ left hand, so that it was a marvel; aim always 
lOng Arthur on horseback on wi^ a sword, that many of the kings 
marvelled at ills deeds ind hardbes l«hgfe hfe horse was ,, sl^ 

undeniea& Mm. . ^^tberewlfe^ dosm But 

hfe ^^l^Ssbac^ 

thirty torches* Ai'd tfisrewitii he drove them back, and slew many people* 
Andi^ndthtrfiomjpg^ 

mmy kfdgbSJ i^but tieinah^^togethet^i^^^^^^ 

.coimsslbd'bte further. And that was the first war which 

^Ardair>'i'oo|^#.v^ 



IV, How Sleven Kiagg and Their Host Fought Against King Arthur and 

anTHow the Battle Ea^wTby MerUh. 

• 'i ‘ ' - 

Then King Arthur came finto Xiondon, and alter some time had passed 
he calied his barons to a councilt ^or Merlin had told him that the six kings 
that had made war upon him had gathered to them five kings more« and 
Y/ould in haste.be revenged upoa himv r Wherefore the Idng asked coun- 

sel of hii^ barons. They could no counsel give« but sa^d they i^dly would 
do battle for sake, 

**I thank you for your good courage^ ** said Arthur, "but will ye all 
that loveth me Speak with Merlin? Ye know well that he hath done much 
for me, and he knoweth many things, " 

So Merlin was sezd; for, and was desired by all the barons to give 
them best counsel, 

"I shall tell you, " said Merlin, "my advice; unless our king have 
more horsemen with him than he may get within the bounds of his own 
realm, he shall be overcome in battle, and slain. But beyond the sea there 
are two brethren, kings both, and marvellous good men; and the one is 
called King Ban of Benwick and the other King Bors of Gaul, that Is, Prance, 
And on; these two kings warreth a mighty man of men^ the King Claudas; 
wherefore this is my counsel; that our Idng and sovereign lord send letters 
unto these kings that if they \rtll come and help King Arthur in his wars, he 
will be sworn unto them to help them in their wars against King Claudas, 

"This is well counselled, " said the king and all the barons. 

Right so in all baste it. was ordained; Ulfius and Brastias were made 
the messengers, and so rode forth unto the city of Benwick, And when 
that they had come unto Benwick it happened that both King Ban and King 
Bors were there. And when it was told the kings that there were come 
two messengers with letters from Arthur, King of England, they said they 
were most welcomes And when B^ and Bors understood the letters, they 
said that they were still more Welcozhe than they had been before, and said 
they would come unto Arthur in all haste. Then Ulfius and Brastias had 
good cheer and rode forth till they came unto their lord and told him how 
they had fared,; whereof King Arthur was exceeding glad. 

By AU HkUowmass^^e two kings, were come over the sea, and with 
them their knights, weU arrayed. Then Merlin took the most part of the 
host and led^them horttiward: unto the for^t of Bedegraine, and there in 
a^ valley he lodged; them secretly; Then rede he unto Arthur and the two 
kingsi iand told them^that he hadrlodged^teh thousand men on horseback 
in thc^forest of Bedegr^iine, weH arteed at aU poiate. 

Now did the eleven kings of. ^e northern host begin to gather their 
peoplW andfth&iWas their reason;, to have revenge for the defeat that 
the^sixAkings had d^fered at ,Carliom and they swore that, come weal or 
woe;.. they, would not ifeaveiode another till they had destr03^d Arthur, They 
were soon rea^y# end mounted upon horse and departed and drew toward 
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- Bj rider# 

to sidm tlii#otit^ lOlpmirhtch Wksr the elei^if Idi^: %oold^^^ end 

iiiid ¥^iea<1^ ilbiii et 

a# ibey %dtNEl ib j^vilioaa« But tbe^beodt^i^ Mtcb tho northern 

-liordili' To arnaii Her^ ht^ybar eneirdee at yoiur^^^^te 

T^n King Arthur and King.Ban and King with their good and 
truety knights, set on them fiercely, but the dIeven kings fou^ back with 
maniyprowess araos^ so that there were slain that night ten thousand 
good men's bodiei. 

Then it drew toward dajdight, and when King Lot had espied King Bors, 
he knew him well, and said unto a knight, 

Jesir, defend us from death and horrible wounds ! I see well we 
be in great peril of death, for I see yonder a king, one of the most wor- 
shipftd menahd one of the best kcdghU of the wor^d. 

“What is het'* said the kmght* 



is, “ said King Lot, ’’King Bors of Gaul; I marvel how they came 
into this country without our knowledge* “ 

“It was by Merlin's advice, “ said the knight* 

And all the day fiiere was a great breaking of spears, and smiting of 
swords with slayiiig of men and horses* 

f ' "A 

Then came onto the field King Ban, as fierce as a lion, and his armor 
was adorned with bands of green and thereupcm gold* 

“Ha!” said King Lot, “now shall we be defeated, for yonder I see 
the mbst valiant khlgM of the worlds and the most reknowncd^ Such two 
brethx^tt as arw King Bah and King Bors are not living, wherefore we must 
neada flea dr me. “ 

Whth King -Ban^ came into the battle, he came iii so fiercely that his 
sti^kmi echioed ffdm thO wodd and the Water; wherefore King Lot wept for 
pity^ndjgrfef, that he; saw so many of his good kni|^ take their end. 



Then came a knight and smote King Ban high upon the helm, a great 
strokes theh King Ban foiled him fiercely; the other 

raided hia horse forward, but the stroke of King 

Ban fell down and cut through the shield and the steel trappings of the 
horse, and cut the horse in two pieces, so that the sword strick the earth. 
TheiL&e ihiihiaeatfcad!:q^^^ With mo siaord lie stabbed 

the With that King Ban leaped 

quickly from his dead horse, and then he smote the other so eagerly on the 
hekn that he fell to the earth, 

V, e.r-d tU-\t • K ‘ 



# the field 



hbvwm* litfxtii^r on Joot like a usad 
irit^ xMc^:<if:Itfe^ii^wOrd^ cai4^t a 
£iMe%irj Me^ao timt by liis aMeM there 

mi^ iio kiK^ hiDd, for w inmbVnA and braine on his sword. And v. 
as iodked i^bout lmi|^Hihat waa horsed^ and 

theriewimrkini^^^ andaxnoteld^ so^lhat Ms 

sK^d iirent unto ills teb^ ^aik^ ^ ludgjM aaidc. down to the earth dead, and 
at enae Artliir ^oOk ^ horse-by ^ rein and led him unto King Ban,^and • 
saidli ' 

r c 

*'Fair brother, faave-this horse, for ye^have ip^eat need thereof; H 
grieireth me sore to see your great wounds^ '* 



shall soon be revenged, " said King 33an. 

And when he was again mounted on horsebaeki there began a new 
battle, 'idn<di:WM;80i9 an and there was much slaufd^er. But the 

eleven kiiigB andjdMiir knia^itar co^ not be overcome^ and King Arthur 
merv^ed at their deeds, and was exceeding wroth. 

**Ab^ Sir Arthttr, ” said King Ban e«d King Bo^^^ "blame them not, 
for they do^as good men bui^ to do. By my faiths they are the best fighting 
men and knl^its of prowess that ever t saw, and those eleven kings are men 
of great honori " 

"I may not love them, ** said Arthur, "they would destroy me. '* 



Therewith began the batUe yet again, and die eleven kings and their 
knights did marvellous deeds of arms, and Arthur, Ban, Bors, and their 
knights slew on both hands^ so that their horses went in blood up to the 
fetk»c;ks. 



With that came Merlin on a great black horse, and said unto Arthur, 

"Hast thou not done enoui^^ Of three*score thousand thou hast left 
bat fifteen thcQ^and aUve^^d^ day, and it is time tp say Ho ! for God is 
wroth with thee.^ Ye need not fear these eleven kings now^ for they have 
more xm: hand than they are aware od the Saracens are lidded in their 
countries, and bum and slay and make great destruction, and these kings 
will have much ado to defend their lands. Theretore withdraw you, and 
reward your good knights vdth gold and silver, for they have well deserved 
it." 

C. . 

C . ' ' % 

"So shall it be dono"" said Artlnr. And so came to an end the second 
great war that Ktog ^Mtfaur fought^ • 



How?King . Arthur .Rescued King Lieodegrance i and How He Met With 
. H& MOther ^^ Qu^n i fjgatoeji 

After that there came word that the King pf North Wales had attacked 
King<Leodsgranoe.ofi0ameliar4|: imd Arthur was wroth^-for he loved King 
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l/<K)de$rthce-well'^ ^Sd he ^rode. inta thi country df Gamelies^d^ end Uiere 
rdsctied K^og Leode^?erice;. an^ there too bad Arthur the first si^ of 
daenever« the king’s daughter^ who was afterward his queen. 

Th&^ Arthur rods to Carlicm and thither came King Lot’s wife of 
Orkney, with her four sons, Gawaine, Gaheris, Agravaine, and Gareth, 
to ade thS ooqrt of King Arthur# She was a fair lady, therefore the 

Idngvfeli great lava -for her* And it-came to pass^ ttot fn time she gave him 
ii>8Qn^ and his name was Mordred. ^t King Arthur knew not that this 
queen was his hailf«*82Ster, on his mother's side. • For when the lady Igraine 
married iJther Pendragoli^ she was then the widow of the.duke of Tinfagil; 
snd'bythe>duke she had had three daughters, and one had King Lot wedded. 
But Arthur knew not that Igraine was his mother. 

Then the king dreamed a marvellous dream, whereof he was sore 
afraid; He^thou^ft^there was come into his land monsters and serpents, 
that bund and slew‘idl the people in the land; and then he fought with them, 
and they wounded Um fhll sore, but at the last he slew them. When the 

awaked, he was saddened by his dream. 

And asibe king one day sat pondering; there came to him Merlin in 
the likeness of a boy of fourteen years, and said unto him, 

”I know what thou art, also who, were thy father and thy mother: 

King Utber Pendragon was thy father and Queen Igraine thy mother. 

"That is false, " said lOng Arthur; "thou art not so old of years to 
know my father* I will not believe thee. ” And he was wroth with the child. 

So Merlin departed and came again in the likeness of an old man of 
fourscore years of; age, and he seemed to be wise, whereof the king was 
rig^ l^d and told how a child had come and said many things it seemed 
he should not have known, being of such an age. 



"Yesi " said^he old man, "the child told you truth, and would have 
told you more if ye had listened; for ye have done a thing of late that hath 
made God displeased with you: ye have loved your sister and she hath borne 
you a olpd that shall destroy you and all the knights of your realm in a 
great battle. " 



'*WiwPare.ye, " said Arthur, "that tell me these tidings ? " 
"I am'&lerlin; and | was he in the child’s likeness. ’* 



"Ah, " said King Arthur, "ye are a marvellous man, but I marvel 
moreatr^y wordet&t^Imust^^^^^ 




shaU‘i^ja 4 death." 



^|<^aftq)ip|ird; 1 ^^ asked glr. Ector and Sir tflflus wlio were his 



aii#tb«y tbld^him t^her Paitdragoii and Qaeett 

Igi»dtie«b 

'*X ^i^Xd Idyv^cb^her amit for« that I^may^speak har; and 

Bb^Bercelfr^ihAn^^^ l^belibve it* ** 

fitvidl ii|uite^ X|iHUti«^a^ tor, and aha came» and the king welcomed 
hertih^#1MMit'm^^ .came Sir Ulffua^ and arid bpehly unto 

Ignd^, 'that aliimii^ hear, 

c ' * * 

I » • 

are^JK falsest lady of the worlds and the most traitorous to the 
Idag'rpbr^ 

"Beware,*' said Arthur, "what tboo sayest* " 

'r "t din^7seU awarei " ssid^tflfius^ "bhat I speak; this Queen Igraine is 
Causeirbif your great war, fbr if she had admitted of the bix^ of you, ye 
had never had the deadly wars that ye have had; for the most part of your 
realm ncit/er Imew whc^e^ son ye were. ** 

OUen spake Igiaine and said, 

"ft faspper/ed that when my child was bom he was delivered unto Merlin, 
l^commaiidrAent ci^ my husband Kina Uther; and so X saw the child never 
alter, hori Ms name, ” 

So tJXflofi adid to the ^een, 

"lakSii Mertin is more to blame than ye. " 

Then Merlin took the king by the hand, saying, 

‘^bie id y^r mother, " 

' And Sir Ector bore witness how he had brought Arthur up by Uther *s 
commandnienli^ Altd therewith King Arthur took his mother. Queen Igraine, 
in^bis drms and kissed her. And then he proclaimed a feast that lasted 
eight days. 



Vl;»^ How Merim S atNid Art^ Life, and Threw an Enctontment on l^g 
PeVfit|Ore ! and How Arthur by the Means of Merlin Got Esccalihur Ifis 
SwOx^^fl^m^ eT^fe 6 ^Bb Ske , 



. fi^reu; 'tkitlcbg'i^ tl»t l^g ^hun weU armed at 



"1^9,churiiiid *\ 

mid 



. iV 






'ina'fwa;- 



42 



Merlin, said Arthur, *^hou hadst lieen slain, despite all thy 
crafta, not tjeen here, ** 

** saidt Mer^ h : ’/not so, for I could save myself had I wished; 
andi^nxd^ore^ni^^ 

^SOvas c^y w^t thus taUdng, they came to a fountain, and a rich 
pavili^ there it. Then Arthur was aware of a kmjH that sat beside it, 
armedj.in. a cbi^. 

« ! • 

■*Sir ki^iibt, ” said Art^r, "for what cause doit thou wait here, so 
that no kni^ may ride this way unless he joust with‘;thee? I counsel thee 
to leayerthat custom. " 

"This custom, " said the knights "have I had. and vrill keep, . no matter 
wlK> saith nay, and whoever is grieved by my custom, let him change it if 
he " 

"I will change it* " said Arthur, 
shall oppose thee, " said the knight. 

At once he took his horse and raised his shield and took a spear, and 
they ran together so hard that each broke his spear on the other's shield. 
Then there came a squire and brou|^ two more spears and Arthur chose 
one and the knight another. ^ they spurred their lairses and came to- 
gether with all their might, and a^Mn both broke their spears ^ Two more 
great spears were brou^ out, and therewith they ran together. Arthur's 
spear was shivered to pieces, but the other knight hit Arthur so hard that 
horse end znan fell to the earth. Then the knight alii, and both drew their 
swords. 



And there began a strong battle, with many great strokes, and they 
so hewed with |heir swords that much blood they bled both, and all the 
place where ^ey fouj^t was covered with blood. So at the last they smote 
so tlmt both their swords met even together. But the sword of the knight 
smote the sword pf King Arthur In two pieces. Then said the knight unto 
Arthur, 

"Thou art in my power to save or slay as I like, and unless thou yield 
thee aa overcome, thou shedt die* " 



^*As for death, " . said King Arthur, "welcome be it when it cometh, 
but I had Ufifer die than be so 8fae*4u*cd as yield me unto thee. " 

And therewithal the king leaped at the knight, and took him by the 
middle and timeiv Mm ^dewhi. snd pulled off his But thy knis^ was 

an exceailhg Mg man of mi^t, and at once he brought Arthur under him, 
and j^ledoff -ldsi helmiandjp^ld^^ smitten^ off his headj, but that Merlin 

sa^ng,u . . 









t^gM, hold thy hand, for if thou slay that knight thou puttest this 
reslpd ii'iba jfor t^, kn|ght: is a, man of more; gloty than thou 

know,"''. ... 



o 
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**Wtar, who iB he? ” asXd the knight* 

.fv.tiv i:? '■?“•• ^ , V . . * ' . _ . . 

Tfie^Nr^uia^t^^ Idng fOr feeir of Artlmr wrath, 

and hj^ved up hid swor^ but . Merlin cast an enchantment upon him, that 
he fell -^kirth ih Thki Merlin took up Klhg Arthur 

and :thoy ^ode forth. 



r - 



. "Alae ! '* Bald Arttmr, "wtet luwt thou done. Merlin? ttiou slain 
this good by thy cx^fU ? There liveth hot so good a knight as he 
aridi”* 



^'Care ye not, ” said Merlin, “for he is but asleep, and will wake in 
three hours* His name is Pellir^re, and he shall hereafter do you right 
good sei^cer and he shall hkTC two SOhs that shall be e:tceedhig good men, 
and^ieir natrieS shall be PerciintTe of Wades and Utaaeraike of Wales; and 
he stttdl'teU th^ of yoiir owhaoh, horn of yoiir sister^ that shall 
be the destrudti<Mi Of ail this realm* 



As they rode farther, Arthur said, 

”I haW no sword* “ 

**No matter, ” Said Merlin; “near here is a sword that shall be yours* *! 

So they rode till they came to a lake, a water both fall* and broad, aind 
in the midst of the lake Arthur Saw an arm clothed in white samite, that 
held in its hand A fair sword* 

”Lol“ said Merlin, "yonder is that sword that I spake of* “ 



With that they saw a damsel coming across the lake.; 



"What damsel isthat? " said Arthur* 

"That is the Lady of the Lake, " said Merlin, "and she will .come to 
you; speak ye fair to her, so that she will give you that sword. 



And at once the damsel came tmtd Arthur, and they saluted one another* 



'"DamireV" sMdArtWir, "what sword Is that, that yonder the arm 

hoidetb' ahdve the water:? 1 would It were mine, for I have no sword. 

- ” * ' * • 



"Sir Arthur, " paid the dams«i "that sword is mine, and if ye will 
^ye ms a when I ipk it of 3 ^ shall havS it* " 

"jSy my faith," said Arthur, "I will give you whatever gift ye will ask, ’ 



i} -j . 



^^eUi" HB«d tKi(*d^^ "gd ye iato yonder barge, and row yourself 
td theAwdr^^ dnd'tifed it and tba scabbard with you; and 1 will ask my gift 
when Ijiee my time, " 

1PS6 King Aitliiir^ahd MSrlin iddt im#tiiBd their horses to two trSes, and 



W6!st into the barge; and when they came to the sword that the hand held^ 
King Arthur took it up hy the hilt, and took it with him, and the arm went 
under the water. And so they came unto the land, and as they rode forth. 
King Arthur looked upon the sword, and liked it exceeding well. 

’*Which like you better, ’* said Merlin, "the sword or the scabbard?" 

"1 like better the sword, " said Aicthur. 

"Ye are most unwise, " said Merlin, "for the scabbard is worth ten 
of the sword; for while ye have the scabbard upon you, ye shall lose no 
blood, no matter how sore ye be wounded; therefore keep the scabbard 
alwa^^ with you. " 

So they rede unto Carlicn, where Arthur*e knights were right glad. 
And when they heard of his adventures, they marvelled that he would en- 
danger his person so, alone. But they said it was merry to be under such 
a chieftain, that would risk his person in adventure as other poor knights 
did. 



After a short time it befell that King Arthur sent for all the children 
bom oti May Bay, for Merlin had told him that the one that should destroy 
would be bom on May Day; wherefore he sent for them all, upon pain 
of death, and all were sent unto the king, and so was Mordred sent by King 
Ldt*8 wife; and all were put in a ship and sent to sea, and some were four 
weeks old, and some were less. But it happened that the ship drove unto 
a rock and was wrecked and most^of the children were destroyed, save that 
Mordred was cast up; a good man found him and cared for him till he was 
fourteen years old, and then he was brou^t to the court of King Ai’thur to 
become a knight. 



VIL How King Arthur Wedded Guenever . and How the Knights, of Rgu|^ 
Tabfe Were Orda^eC ^ 



In the b>eginning, after Arthur was chosen King by fortune and by gr8.ee 
the most part of his barons ^ew not that he was Uther Pendragon’s son; 
and thou A Merlin made it op^y khown, yet many kings and lor^ held r* 
great war against him* believing him to be of low birth. But Arthur over- 
cante them all* for he was ruled by the counsel of Merlin, as he was most 
of the days of his life. So it befell, on a time, that Ring Arthur said unto 

Merlin,. 

"My barons wiU let me liave no rest, till that I take a wife; and I will 
take none except hy thine advice. " 

"It iB well, " said Merlin, *Hhat ye take a wife, for a man of your 
botmty and nobility should not be without one. Now is there any that ye 
love mowr thtfOL^another ? " 

. "Yea* " said King Arthur* "I love Guenever, daughter of King Lco- 
degrance of Catneliai^d* that l»th ;ln his house the Table Round that ye told 
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me he got from my father Uther. And this damsel is the faii/est latty that 
I know or ever could find* ’* 



’*Sir, ** said Merlin, "as to her beauty, she is one of the fairest 
alive; but, if ye loved her not so well as ye dp, if your hesrt were n<rt 
set, I should find you another damsel of beauty and of goodaess that should 
please you well* " And Merlin told the king that he were unwise to take 
Guenever to wife* for he warned him that Launcelot should love her, ^d 
she him* "But, ” he said, "when a man’s heart is set, he will be loatn 

to change. " 



"That is truth," said King Arthur. 



So Merlin went forth unto King I^eodegrance, and told him of the de- 
sire of the king. 



"That, " said King l^eodegrance, "is the best tidings that ever I 
heard— that so worthy a king of prowess and nobility will wed my ^ugmer* 
And as a gift, I shall give him what shaU please him greatly, for I shall 
give him the Table Bound, which Uthsr Pendragcai gave me, and « i® 
foU, there are one hundred and fifty knights. And I have one hundred good 
knights myself, but I lack fifty, for so many havei been slain in my days. 



And so King Leodegrance delivered his daughter Guenever unto Merlin, 
and the Table Bound with the hundred kni^ts, and so they rode till they 
came unto 3London. 



When King Arthur heard of the coming of Guenever and the hundred 
kniFhts with the Table Bounds then King Arthur made great joy for her 
coiLig, and that rich present, and said openly. 



"This fair la^ is exceeding welcome unto me, for I have loved her 
long, and therefore there is nothing so dear to me. And^these knights 
witli the Round Table please me more than great riches. 



And in all haste the king gave orders for the marriage and the cor- 
onation to take place in the most honorable wise that could be devised. 



"Now, Merlin, " said King Arthur, "go thou and seek me f^y lights 
which be of the most prowess and honor, to fill the seats of the Round 
Table which be empty. " 



Within short time Merlin had found eight-and-twenty such J^^t 

no more could he find. Then the Archbishop of Canterbury was fetched, 
and he blessed the seats with gveal royalty and devotion, and placed the 
eight-and-twenty knights in their sekts. 



Then said Merlin, 



"There shall no man sit in these two seats^but them that shall be of 
the most honor. As for this, the Seat Perilous, there shall no m^ sit 
therein but one, md it there be any so bold as to try, they shall be de- 
stroyed; he that ahall sit there shall have no equal. 



i 






Then he said unto the kni|^ that were seated^ 

”5Wr s^Sj you inuht aH atdse and eom to Ring Arthur to do hhh 
homige. ” " ' • 

Aud SO tlbey arose ^d did their homage, and when they were gone 
Merlin ; found in every seat letters of gold that told the hni^its* names 
that had sat therein. 

Soon after there eamc young Gawaine and asked the king a gift, 

’•Afek," s^d the king, **and I shall grant it you. 

**Sir, I ask that ye will make me khi^rt that same day ye shall wed 
fsdr Guenever. ” 

‘*I will do it with a good will, ** said King Arthur, “for ye are my 
nephew, my sister*s son, “ 

Then was the high feast made rca^, and the Wng was wedded at 
Camelot unto the lady Guenever in dhe lOhurcK of Saint ^ephdn Sy wim great 
solemnity. 

Then the king established all his knights, and unto them that were not 
rich he gave lands, and charged them never to do outrage nor murder, 
and always to flee treascm; also, by no means to be cruel, but to give 
mercy unto him that askeih mer^, upon pain of forfeiture of their honor 
and the lordship of King Arthur for evermore; and alwa^ to give help 
unto ladies, damsels, and gentlewomen, upcm pain of death, 
man do battle in a wrongful quarrel, neither for law nor for worldly go^. 
Unto this were all the knights of the Table Round sworn, both young and 
old. And every year were they sworn again at the hi|^ feast of Pentecost, 
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‘PART TvTO* 

HERE POLtOWETH TKS TALE OF SIR GARETH OF ORICNBY 

THAT WAS CALLED 3SAUMAINS ^ 



I* How Be*mnaiag_ came t o Kfog Artb«r*a court, md how uRdertook 
the advenfaire ot the <faimget. 

When King Arthur held his Round Table most fUUy, he had a custoxn^ 
at the feast of Pentecost that he would not go that day to meat until he had 
heard or seen a great marvel* And through that custom all manner of 
strange adventures came before Arthxr at that feast above all other feasts« 

And it happened on a time that Sir Gawaine, a little before noon on the 
day of iPentecost, espied at a window three men upon horseback, and a 
dwarf on foot. And the three men alit and the dwarf kept their 
one of the three men was higher than the other two by a foot and a halxe 
Then Sir Gawaine went unto the king and said. 



”Sir, go to your meat, for here at hand come strange adventures. ’* 



So Arthur went unto his meat with many others^ and all the knig^ of 
the Round Table were there, save those that were prisoners or had been 
slain in battie. Then came into the hall two men well and richly dressed, 
and upon their shcmders there leaned the goodliest and the fairest ywng 
that ever they all saw, and he was large and long and broad m the 
shoulders, and 0 >odly of face, and he was the fairest and largest mnded 
that ever man saw, but he seemed as if he might not stand unl^s he leaned 
upon their shoulders. 



As soon as Arthur saw him, room was made, and the two went 
with him ri^ unto King Arthur without saying any words. Then this young 
man pulled himself back, and easily stretched up straight, saying. 



'^King Arthur, God bless you and all your fair fellowship, and in espe- 
cial the fellows hip of the Table Round. I am come hither for this cau^: to 
pray yw» to give me Itoee jJHte, and they abaU not be mareaaoia^, tat ye 
may honorably grant them and at no great loae* .And the first gift I will ask 
Sw.^Kther^^ I win ask one year from this day. wheresoever 

ye l^ld your hi^ feast. " 

”Now ask, ” said Arthur, "and ye shaH have your asking. " 

**Sir, this is my petition, that ye will give me meat and „ 

cieatly for this twelwnonth, and at that day I wiU ask my other two gifts. 



”My fair son, " said Arthur, "ask better, i counsel thee, fov this is but a 
simple askiiig; for gieai]^ my Judgment failetb me if thou art not come of 
men of worship, and Shalt prove to be a man of ri^t great worship. 



"Sir, " said he, "I have asked what I will ask. " 



"So be it, " said the king. "iBut what is thy name?" 



"I cannot teU you, " said he. 




**Tbcjk is marvel, ** said the king, **that thou knowest not thy name; 
but thou the goodliest young man that ever I saw^ 

Then the king took him. to Sir Kay, the steward, and charged him that 
he should ^ve him all manner of meats and drinks of the best, and that he 
should treat him as though he were a lord*s son. 

"There is little need, " said Sir Kay, "to spend much upon him; for I 
daresay he is low bom, for if he had come of gentlemen he would have 
asked of you horse and armor, hut such as he is, so he aaketh. And since 
he hath no name, I shall give him one, and that shall be Beaumains, that 
is, Fair*hands, and into the kitchen I shall bring him. " 

And so the two men departed and left the young man to Sir Kay, that 
scorned and mocked him. Thereat was Sir Gawaine wroth, and Sir Launce** 
lot also, and tl»y bade Sir Kay leave his mocking. 

"As he is, so hath he asked, " said Sir Kay again, and he bade Beau- 
mains get him a place and sit down to meat, so Beaumains sat him down 
ftmn ng th® hojB ftnd Iftds^ flnd thcrs ho Etc s&dly» Then Sir lAuncelot bed® 
him come to his chamber, and th«>re he should have meat and drink enough, 
and so did Sir Gawaine, but he reftised them all; he would do only as Sir 
idi.y commanded Mm. 

So thus he was put into the kitchen, and lay ni^tly where the boys of 
the kitchen did. And so he endured all that year, and never displeased man 
nor child, hat always he was meek and mild. But ever when there was a^y 
Jousting of kni^ite, that would he see, if he might. And ever Sir Launcelot 
would give him gold to spend, and so would Sir Gawaine. And where there 
were contests of skill, thereat would he be, and there might none cast a 
stone as far as he. 'lien would Sir Kay say, 

"How liketh you nay boy of the kitchen? " 

So time passed on till the feast of Pentecost, and that year the king 
held it at Carlion in the most royal manner that might be; and again he 
would no meat eat until he heard some adventures. Then came there a 
squire to the king and said, 

"Sir, ye miiy go to your meat, for here cometh a damsel with some 
strange adventures. " 

Then King Arthur sat him down, and Just then there came a damsel 
into the hall, and saluted the king, asking for help. 

"B\>r whom? " said the king, "What is the adventure? " 

"Sir, " she said. "I have a lady of great worship and renown, and she 
is besieged by a tyrant so that she may not come out of her castle. And 
because here are the noblest knights of the world, I come to you for help. 

**Whst is your ladjy called? And what is his name that hath besieged 
her?" 






" ste saidj "ye shtU not know mjr laijy't namo at tU* time; tMt 
alMk <a4;^eat lantto. As for tbe ^ant, he Is 

called tiarit^alfo^i of th^Ke?!!^^ 



. ,r. ' '• = ■: «l’ ^.*A if* 



tt, 



fi^&IEni I bf^^l^ely escaped with my life. " 

**P%i? here who wddld dc 

yi^t hutlfedairti yd^ iiSl not tell hdr name* 
nor wigjjpd dWlU|t^^ hone of my^i^ tfi|t he here how shall 

go wi^ you Jb^ my 

''Then must 1 speak further* " said the damsel. 



'^A wel!* he is one ictf the.most 

mc^ iiy'h'e l^^sevtm and 



Wii^ these Words there came Beaumains before the4dng*> and thus he 
said: 

s 

"Si? kihg, God thank you, I have been this twelvemonth in your kitchen 
and ha^ had my full sustenance, and now I will ask my other two gifts, " 

"Asl^ " said the king. 



"First, that ye wftl grant me to have this adventure of the damsel, for 
it belongeih unto me. ' 



"Thhu, ehalt have it, " said the king, "I grant it thee. " 

"Then, sir, this is the other gift, that ye shall bid lAuncelct of the 
Lake make me knight,^ for him will I be made knight and ^ no one else. 
And when I am gcrne, I pray ydu let him i^de after the and make me knight 
when I require hixnu " . 

"A4l this shall be done, " said the king. 

"He on thee," said the damsel, "shall I have none but your kitchen 
page^" 



Then was she Wroth* and took her horse and departed. And when 
Beauxnains armed* he l^k Ms of lOng Ai^thur and Sir Gawaine* 
and crsiii^ Xaiuheelm* and jirWye^d mlf he and so he 

depax^d and rode after the damsel. And there went many after Mm to 
behoId hdW weB he w^.s clad^ in clOm Of gold; but he had neither sMeld nor 
spear. Then Mr i&y eai4 9P^ly in thf haU, 

"I will ride after my boy of the kitchen; to see whether he will know 
me for Ms feeftev. '' - - 



Ahd%ou|hrSir Lauheelot GawWine bade hiin abide at home* 

Sir KSy. made Mm rea^jmd^tpok.his horse.andJiM spear and rode after 

bvertd^kfthe Idemiel, ■u|i'’'caea'e Sii*^y* 



“Whati «ir ! itocwr ya notme?-* 

Thea^^ Bw mm a in g turned liis horse and knew it was Sir Kay. that had 
dcme him great scorn, 

'^Yea* «aid Beaumains **I know you for an ungentle knight, and there- 
fore l»wareo£ me, 

There witlte-Sir/Kag^ ran straight upon him with his spear, and Beaumains 
ran as ;mst upon. Sir l&y with his> sword in his hand; and so he knocked away 
the spear with his sword, and thrust Sir Kay through the side, so that he 
fell down<a8 if he were dead^ Then Beauxnains took Sir Kay's shield and 
bis spear, and rode his way. 



n. How Beaumains ms dubbed knlgfc tt. 

By that time Sir Launcelot was come, and Beaumains offered to joust 
with him; and they made ready, and came together so fiercely that either 
bore the other to the earth, and sore were they bruised. Then Sir Launce- 
lot arose and helped Beaumsdns up. And then. Beaumains oHered to fight 
with Sir l;Auncelpt^ foot, and so they rushed together like boars, dodging 
and striking for an hour, and Sir Launcelot marvelled at Beaumains' 
strength^ for he fougtt more lilm a giant than a knight, and his filing was 
steady and exceeding perilous. Then Sir Launcelot said, 

"Beaumains, fl^ not so sore, your quarrel and mine is not so great 
that we may not leave off. " 

"That is truth, " said Beaumains, "but it doth me good to feel your 
might; and yet, my lord, I showed nc^ the utmost of my strength. " 

"'Well, " said Sir Launcelot, "I promise yoi that I had as much to do as 
I mi|^ to save myself from disgrace, and t^refore have ye no fear of any 
earthly knight. " 

"Hope ye ihai I may ever stand a proved knight? " said Beaumains, 

"Yea, " said Launcelot, "if ye do as ye have done. " 

"Then I pray you, said Beaumains, "give me the order of knighthood. " 

"Then must ye tell me your name, " said Launcelot, 

"Sir, if ye will not expose me, I shall, said Beaumains. 

"TlMrt l promise/3fOu the faith of my body, ** said Sir Launcelot, 

"i'hen,^ Sir, " he said, "my name is Gareth, brother unto Sir Gawaine. " 

u ;"Ahl Sir^>".sadd^ "I am gladder than ! was, for ever I thou^ 

yegciftii^rof greet blood, " 



1And^thflii)Sit^Xjiuncelot ^V8.lMm. tbe <nrde^^ and. then he 

.depaiTte'dffrom^hlinf^and hame to ha bome^iiome 

np^4di i8lUeldS^KahdiaU:meh}S€K>rned'l^ /, :r 






WZien^Beatimainii had ^mtaken the damsel, at once she said, 

* -Wbatidcat^thdii heirei?^ Thou atinkeat of the kitchen^ tiqr clothes be 
foul with^>^c Incase and tallow of King Arthur's kitchoi. Thinkest thou, ** 
she s^d, '^that 1 shall accept thee because thou hast slnin yonder k!&ight? 
Nay tlculy, Ibr thou slewest him by .mischance andicotmrdly; therefore de** 
part, foul kitchen page, I know thee well, VS^iat art thou but a turner of 
roastingspim and a ladle ^washer?** 



"Damsel, ” said Beaumalns^ "say to me what ye will, 1 wiU not depart 
from you, for I have undertaken to IQng Arthur to achieve your adventure, 
and so Shall I finish it, or 1 sh^ die, 



"Fie on thee, kitchen ioiave, thou sbalt soon meet one that thou wouldst 
not Inok in the face for all the broth that ever thou suppest, " 

"I shall assay, " said Beauznains, 



So thus as they rode in the wood, there came toward them a man flying 
as fast as he might. 



"O lord, " he said, "help me, for near here are six thieves that have 
taken my lord and bound him and I fear lest they will slay him, " 

"Bring me thither, " said Beaumains, 



And so they rode till they came to the knight and the six thieves, and 
then Beaumains rode unto them and struck one xmto the death, and tten 
another, and at the third stroke he slew the third thief: and then the other 
three fled. But he rode after them, and he overtook them, and at the liuit 
he slew them, and returned and unbound the knight. And the knight thanked 
him and prayed him to ride with him to his castle where he should reward him. 

"Sir, " Said Beaumains, "I will no reward have, for I was this day made 
knight by noble Sir LSuncelot, And also 1 must follow this damsel, " 



But when be came nigh her, she bade him ride from hen 

"For thou smellest all of the kitchen, Thinkest thou that I am pleased 
with thee? This deed that thou iiaUit dope is but mischance,. But thou shalt 
soon see a sight that shall make thee turn again, and that quickly, " 



Then the khi|^ which Vras- rescued from: the thieves rode after the dam** 
sel, and prayed her to lodge at his castle that night. And tn^cause it was 
near night she rode with him to his castle, and there they had great cheer. 
And at dinner the knight set <Be«imains beside the damseli 

"Fie, fie, sir knight, ” she said, "ye are uncourteo\'zs to set a kitchen 
page besldei:me^ ;He is better fit t6 stick<:a swine t^ to sit by a lady of 



• her^^rdi^ ^dtook 

side <tal:^ 0 vuxd sat doM<^^dn3S%liT>'b6Sid<^^ And on the morn the damsel 
and he thanked the kni^ and took their leave, and so rode on their way 
until they-came totai^s»t IHveir wlt&but Md'passage^ andthere were 
knlghtd 'l^ere to block their way* 

*^ehat sayest1houi ^^said^^^^ thou match yoiK^ 

or turh^agaitt? - ^ r. : 

*'iN&y/ **nsald BeaumairiS, *’I would ^not turn again If there were sir more 

And therewith he ruhhed into the water, and he and one of the knights 
broke their spears on each other, and then they drew their swords and 
smote eagerly at each otherv Add at the last 45ir Beaumains smote the 
other upon the helm that he fell stunned into the water, and there was he 
drowiied; Andthdh Beauinains spurred his horse upon the land, where the 
other knight fell upon Mm, and broke his speari^ And so they drew their 
swords and fought long together* At the last Sir Beaumains clove his helm 
and his head down to the shoulders; and so he rode unto the damsel and 
bade her ride forth on her way* 

"Alas, " she said, '*that ever a kitchen page should destroy two such 
good knights* Thou thinkest thou hast done well, but that is not so. The 
first knife's horse stumbled and so he was drowned in the water; and by 
mishap thou earnest up behind the last knight, and slowest him. Fie, fie, 
foul kitchen knave, thou shalt soon see knig^ that shall beat down thy 
pride* ” v 

"Pair damsel, give me goodly language* Whatsoever knij^s they be, 

1 fear them not* Ye may say what ye li^ll, but wheresoever ye go I will 
follow you*" 



m* Beaumains fought with the Black Knig ht* and the Green KniiAit, 

and the Red Khitdrt. 

So they rode till evening, and ever the lady rebuked him and would not 
rest. And then they came to a l>lack land, and there was a black hawthorn 
whereem hung a black banner^ and on the other side there hung a black 
sMeld, aid by it stbod a black spear/ great and long, and a great black 
horse covered with silk, and a black stone near by* 'Kaere sat a knight 
all armed in black, and his name was the Knight of the Black I<ands* 

"Damsel, " he said, "have ye brought this knight of King Arthur to be 
your champion?" 

"Nay, fairilmis^, " said she, "this is but a Mtch^ knave, that was fed 
M King Arthur *s kitchen* " 

"Why cometh he, " said the knight, "in such array? It is shame that 
he beareth you ct)nn>any*" . 

' ‘ t’ ' " 

* Sir, I cannot be delivered of him, " said she, "for with me he rideth 
in spiie^of .me, Would4bat ye. might ri# me^f himi fbr he is an unhappy 
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lmav«^r.i|i|d:iiohft teth dOdt ^49 ^y: thxtmdt mishap I saw him slay 

Iws^loaii^ mi the passage of the water. ” 

“I marHml« " said the Blaoh Khi^, **ihat any man of honor wiU have ado 
withhim.^* - 

"They know 1dm not« " said the damsel, "and hecause he rideth with me 
they think he is some man of honor. 

**That may be, " said the Black Knight; "noneihsless, he is full likely 
to be a strong num; bat this much shall I grant you: 1 shall put him down 
upon foot, and he shall leave ins horse and his gear with me'. " 

When Sir Seaumains heard him say thus, he said, 

"Sir knight, thou art fUH liberal with my horse and my gear. I let 
thee know that whether thou likest it or not I will pass this land in spite of 
thee; and therefore let see what thou canst do. " 

"Sayest thou that? " said the Black Knight. "Now yield thy lady from 
thee, for no kitchen page is fit to ride with such a lady. " 

"Thou liest, " said Beaumains. "I am a gentleman bom, and of more 
hi^ lineage than thou, and that will 1 prove on thy body. " 

Then in great wrath they came together with their horses like thunder; 
and the Black Khi|^'s spear l»x)ke, and Beaumains thrust him through 
both his sides, and therewith ^ spear broke off and left the shaft still in 
his side^ But nevertheless the Black I^ight drew his sword and smote 
many eager and miidity strokes, and hurt Beaumains fUH sore. But at the 
last within an hour and a half the Black l^ght feU down off his horse in a 
swoon, and there he died. And Beaumains saw that he had been so well 
horsed end armed that he alit and armed him in the Black Knit’s armor 
and took his horse, and so rode after the damsel. 

When she saw him she said, 

"Away, kitchen knave, out of the wind, for the smell of thy foul clothes 
grieveth me. Alas^ that ever such a knave as thou art should by mishap 
slay so good a knight. But near here is one that shall pay thee back, and 
therefore X couna^ thee, flee. " 

"it may happen, " said Beaumains,' "that I shall be beaten or slain; but 
I warn you, fair damsel* I wiH not flee away uov leave your company for 
all that ye can say; for ever ye say that they will kill me or beat me, but 
yet I escape and they lie on the ground. Therefore it were as good for you 
to cease thus all day rebuking me, for away will I not till i see the end of 
this journey, or else be slain or truly beaten. " 

Thus as they rode together, they saw a knight come toward them all in 
greeny both his horse and his gear, and when he came nigh the damsel he 
asked her;^ . 

"la ^that my brother the Black Knight that ye have brought with you?" 
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"Nay. nay#.** said she, **this unhaj^y kitdiea knave lath slain your 
brother.^ 

'*Alaa, *Iiaid the Green Khiyht, "that is great pity* that so noble a 
knight as he was should so unba^ily be slain, namely, hy a Imave's hand. 
Ah! traitor, sidd the GreeQ. Knight unto Beaumaina# "thou shalt die for 
slayif^ brother; he wss a fiiili noble knight, and his name was Sir Per- 
card« 

**I defjr thee, ** said Beaumains, **for I let thee know I slew him kni^ly, 
and not shamefully." 

Thereuith the Green Khi^ rode unto a green horn ^lat hung upon a 
thorn, and there he blew three deadly notes, and there came two damsels 
and armed liim quickly. And then he took a great horse, and a green shield 
and a green spear. .A^d then they ran togetter with all their mights, and 
broke their spears. And then ^ey drew their swords, and gave, many 
grievous strokes, and each of them wounded the other full ill. And at the 
last Beaumalns'* horse struck the Green Khi^t’s horse upon the side, and 
he fell to the earth. When Beaumains saw that, he alit, and they rushed 
together like two mighty champions a long while, and much blood they bled 
both. With tlmt came the damsel and said, 

**My lord the Green Knight, why for shame stand ye so long filing 
with the kitchen knave? Alas, it is shame that ever ye were made Imight, 
to see such a lad match such a knight, as if the weed were to overgrow the 
grains ** 

Therewitli the Green Knight was ashamed, and therewith he gave a 
great stroke of mi|^t, and clave Beaumains* shield though. When Beau- 
mains saw his shield cloven asunder he was a Uttle ashamed of ttot stroke, 
and of her lanipiage; and then he gave the Green Knight such a buffet upon 
the helm that he fell on his knees: and suddenly Beaumains pulled him to 
the ground groveling. And then the Green Knight begged for mercy. 

"All is in vain, ** said Beaumains, "for thou shalt die unless this damsel 

that came with me pray me to save thy life. " 

» 

And therewith he unlaced his helm, as if he would slay him. 

"Pie upon thee, false kitchen page! I will never pray thee to save his 
life, for I never will be so much in thy debt, ’* 

'*Then he siiall die, ** said Beaumains. 

"Thou woubist not be so bold as to slay him, tho\'i foul knave, ** said 
the damsel. 

"Alas,** sai<l the Green l&ight, **let me not die, when a fair word may 
save me. Fair )mi^, save my lilfe, and I forgive thee the death of 
my brother, and forever become thy man* and thirty knights that stand by 
me forever shall do thee service. '* 

**h7> the devil*s name, ’* said the damsel* **that such a foul kitchen knave 






at Ms tfer^ce. 
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this avidly thee not unless my 
^aaniSeraj^sakfoi'thyWa.^^ — -- -y 



piretawe 0f 

Safd'ih^ ' -tSm foal loiave^ slay him not> for if thou 

dbthoaamit« 

‘ "Efems^, ** said Beauinaizss^ "your oharge is to me a pleasure, and at 
your cdimnandment Ids’ Ve shall be saved. " 

Then he said. 

"Sir knig^ with the green arms, I release thee at this damsel's re*> 
quest, for I will not make her wroth; I will fulfill all that she chargeth me* " 

And then the Grieen Knight kneeled down, and did him homage with his 
SwOrdi ^hen said the damsel. 



*‘l am sorry. Green Knight, for yoir defeat and for your brother's 
death; for of your help I had great need, for 1 greatly dread to pass this 
forest* " 

' * V 

"Nay, dread you not, '* said the Green Knight, "for ye shall lodge with 
me this night, and tomorrow I shall help you through this forest* " 

So they took their horses and rode to his manor, and ever the damsel 
rebuked Beaumains, and would not let him sit at her table; but the Green 
Knight took him end seated him at a side table* 

"I marvel; ^' said the Green l^ght to the damsel, "why ye rebuke this 
noble Mght as ye do, for I warn, you, damsel, he is a full noble knight, 
and I Imow no knight able to match Mm; therefore ye do wrong to rebuke 
him, fbr he shall do you right good service; for whatsoever he maketh of 
himself^ he shall prove at the end to be of noble blood, and of Idn^'s 
lineage^ 

' fl«# “ said the damsel, "it is shame for you to say of him such 

honor." 

"Truly, " said the Green Knight, "it were shame for me to say of him 
any dish^or, for he hath proved himself a better kxd^ than I am, yet 
have I met with many knights in my days, and never to this time have I 
foimd a knigm Ms match* ■ 

And so that night they went unto rest* And on the morn they all arose, 
and heard their mase and brake their fast, and then they took their horses 
imd rode' oh their way; »ahd the Green Knight conv^ed them through the 
foresti ' Ahdiii 6 the^ defk'i^ed from the Green Knight* Then the damsel 
said unto Beaumains, 

"Why dbUt thbu follow mo, thou kitchen boy? Cie^ away thy shield and 



tl^ ep^r ch^ ilee^ or thou shalt »ay rigM aoon, Alan! '* 

''Dasi8i»l« ** tiiid )BeaiiS5*un8, “lot him who is afieared flee, for it were 
shame tp turn again since 1 have ridden so long with you. ” 

**t5Tell, ** f ljd<l the diimsel;, “ye 'Shall soon turn, whether ye will or not. ” 

^ wit^ a whil^ they saw a tower as white as any snow; and over the 
tower.*|^te hung fifty shields of many oolors; and under that tower 
mere was a fair meadow* And therein were many knights and squires, for 
there upon the morn shodld be a great toumam^t; and the lord of the tower 
was in his castle^ and looked out at a window, and saw a damsel, a dwarf, 
and a knSght armed at all points. 

"By my faith, ” said the lord, "with that knight wfll I joust, for I see he 
is a kni|^ errant. ” 

And so he armed him and horsed him hastily. And when he was on 
horseback with his shield and his spear, he was all in red. And when he 
came nigh Beauihains he thought it was his brother the Black Knight. And 
then he cried aloud, 

"Brotiier, what do ye here?" 

"Nay, nay, ” said the damsel, "It is not he; this is hut a kitchen knave, 
that was brought up in King Arthur's court. " 

"Nevertheless, " said the Red Khi^, "I will speak with him. " 

"Ah, " said the damsel, "this knave hath killed thy brother, and Sir Kay 
named him Beaumains, and this horse and harness was thy brother's. Also 
I saw thy brother the Green Knight overcome at his hknds. Now may ye be 
revenged upon him. ” 

With this bdth knights came together with all their might, and both their 
horses fell to the earth. Then they put their sliields before them, and A^ew 
their swords, and each gave the other grievous strokes, now here, now 
there, hacking,, hewing, parrying, and hurling like two boars, the space of 
two hours. And then the daxnsel cried on to the Red Knight, 

"Alas, thou noble Red Knight, let never a kitchen knav^ endure thee so 
long as he doth. " 

Then the R#d waxed wrqth. and doubled his strokes, and hurt 

Beaumaina wonderly sore, that the blood ran down to the ground and it was 
wonder to see that strong battle. Yet at the last Sir Beaunoains struck idm 
to the earth, and as he would have slain the Red Knight he cried mercy, 
saying, 

a 9 

"Noble knight, slay me not, ^d I shall forgive thee all the harm that 
thou hast dbne to me and the death of my brother the Black Knight. " 

"AH this availeth hot, ” said Sir Beaumains, "unless my damsel pray 
me to save thy life. " 
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And therewith he made pretense to strike off his head, 

"Let be# thou Eeaumaii^# slay him not, for he is a noble knight. " ' 

Then B^aumalns bade the Bed iQiight stand up, and thank the damsex 
for his life. Then the. Bed Knight prayed him to see his castle, sod to stay ther^ 
all So there they went. But always the damsel spoke many foul words 

unto Beaumains, whereof the Red Knight had great marvel. And upon Ihe 
mom they heard mass, and broke their fast, and the Red Knight came be- 
fore Beau ma i n s with three score knights, and there he offered him his hom- 
age and fealty at all times, he aad his knights* 

"l thank you, ** said Beaumains, "but this ye shall grant me: when I 
call upon you, to come before my lord King Artibur, and yield you unto him 
to be Ms knights, " ® ^ j 

"Sir, " said the Red Knight, "I and my fellowship shall be ready at 
your sununons. 

And so Beaumains and the damsel departed, and ever she rode chiding 
him in the foulest manner. 



Ho w Sir Beaumai^ patiently suffered great rebukes of the dams el, and 

how he fought with Sir Persantof hide, 

"Damsel, " said Beaumains, "ye are xmcourteous to rebuke me as ye 
do, for I think I have done you good service. Ever ye threaten me I shall 
be overcome by knights that we meet, but ever it is they that lie in the dust 
or in the mire; and therefore I pray you rebuke me no more. When ye see 
me beaten, then may ye bid me go from you shamefully; but I were worse 
than a fcol If I would depart from you while I were wining honor, " 

"Well, " said she, "right soon thou shalt meet a knight that shall pay 
thee beck, for he is the man of most honor of the world, except King Arthur," 

"The more he is of honor, " said Beaumains, "the more shall be my 
honor to have ado with him, " 

Then they saw before them a city rich and fair. And betwixt them and 
the city there was a fair meadow that seemed new mown, and tiberein were 
many pavilions fair to beholds 

” said the daznsel. "yonder is a lord that owneth yonder city, and 
his custom is when the weather is fair to wait in this meadow to joust amd 
tourney, ^ And ever th^re be about him five hundred knights and gentiemen- 
at-arms." 

"That goodly lord, " said Beaumains, "would I fain see, " 

"Thou Shalt see him soon enough, " said the damsel. 

And so as she rode near she espied the pavilion where he was. 



"Lo, " iiaid she, ‘Veest thou yoader pavilion that is aH of blue, the 
color of Ihde, and everything about it all the color of Ihde? His name is 
Sir Persant of Ihde, the nx>st lordly knight that ever thou lookedst on* ' 

may well be, " said Beaumains, **but be he never so stout a knight, 

I shall abide in this field till I see him under his shield, 

**Ah, fool, *' said she, "thou were better to flee. " 

^*Why, " said Beaumain s , "if he be such a knight as ye make him out 
to be, he will not set upcm me with all his m^, or with his five hundred 
knights* And if there come no more than one at once, I shall not fail whilst 
my life lasteth* " 

"Fie, fie, " said the damsel, "that ever such a dirty knave should 
blow such a boast* " 

"Damsel, " he said, "ye are to blame so to rebuke me, for I had 
rather do five battles than so to be rebuked; let him come and then let him 
do his worst* " 

"Sir, " she said, "I marvel what thou art and of what kin thou art come; 
boldly thou speakest, and boldly thou hast done* Therefore I pray thee save 
thyself, for tl^ horse and thou have had great travail, and I fear we tarry 
too long from the siege, for it is but seven mUes farther, and here I fear 
lest ye shall catch some hurt, for Sir Persant of Inde is nothing of might 
nor strength next the knight that laid siege about my la^* " 

"Be it as it may, " said Sir Beaumains, "since I am come so nigh 
this knight I will prove his might before I depart from him* And therefore, 
damsel, have ye no doubt by the grL.ce of God that within two hours after 
noon I shall overcome him, and then shall we come to the siege by daylight* " 

"Oh Jesu, " said the damsel, "I marvel what manner of man ye be, 
for never did woman treat knight so foul and shamefaUy as I have done you, 
tmd ever courteously ye have allowed me; and that came never but of a 
gentle blood* " 

"Damsel, "said Beaumains, "the more ye said, the more ye angered 
me, and my wrath I wreaked upon them that I had ado with* Therefore ye 
furthered me In my battle* And though I had meat in King Arthur’s kitchen, 
yet I might have had meat enough in other places; but all that I did to test 
my friends, and that shall be known another day* But whether I bcj a gentle 
man born or not, I let you know, fair damsel, I have done you gentleman’s 
service* 

"Alas, " she said, "fair Beaumains, forgive me all that I havs said 
or done against thee* 

"With all my heart, " said he, "I forgive it you, and since it plcaseth 
you to speak thus fair to me, knov/ that it gladdeth mine heart greatly, and 
now 1 think there is no knight living but I am able enough for him* " 

With this. Sir Persant of Ihde «ipied them and sent to discover 
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they cams in irw* or peace. 

**Say to tl^ lord, it shall be as he wish. ** 

So the messenger went again unto Sir Persant, and told him his an- 
swer. 

’*Well, then will I have ado with Mm . " 

And so he rode against him. And Beaumains saw him and sasde him 
rea<^, and there they met as fast as er/er their horses might run, and 
ormce their spears e,*ieh in three pieces, and their horses rushed so to- 
gether that both their horses fell dead to the earth. then ouickly they 
leaped from their horsM and put their shields before thens and drew their 
su^rds, and ^ve many great strokes, and sometimes they hurtled so to- 
gemer that they fell groveling on the ground. Thus tiiey fouj^t two hours 

until at the last Sir Beaumalns smote Sir Per;?ant throu^ the side 
Of me bodjr# and then he emote him upon the helm so that he fell groveling 
to the ^rm; and then he leapt upon him and unlaced his helm to have slain 
mm.0 Then Sir Persant yielded him and asked mercy. With that came the 
damsel, and prayed to save his life. 

"I will, for it were pity that this noble krdj^ should die. ” 

Gramercy, ** said Persant, "gentle knight and damsel* For certainly 
mw I Imow well it was ye who slew my brother the Black KxdgM st the black 
thorn; he was a fbil noble knl^u, and his name was Sir Percard. Also I 
am surest ye are he that won mine other brother the Green Kni^; his 
name is ar Pertolepe. Also ye won my brother the Red Knight, Sir Peri- 
mone^ And now since ye have won these, this shall I do to please you: ye 
Shall have homage and fealty from me, and a hundred knights, to be always 
at 3^our commandment, to go and ride where ye will command us. " 

And so they went unto Sir Persant ^s pavilion and drank wine and ate 
spices, and after supper to bed. And on the morn the damsel and Sir Beau- 
mains heard mass and broke their fast, and readied themselves to leave. 

Pair damsel, " said Persant, "whither are ye leading this knight? " 

„ said, "this knight is going to the siege tiiact surroundeth my 



« Persant, *^t is the Kni^t of the Red Lands, the most 

perilws ^^Sht that x know now living, and a man without mercy. God save 
y^^ said he to Beaumaine, "from that knig^, for he doth great wrong to 
that Udy, and that is great pity, for she is one of the fairest ladies of the 
^ think that your daimsel is her sister. Is not yourname Llnet? " 

said he, 

"Yea, sir, " said she, "and my sister^s name is Dame Liones. " 

’jThis Red Knight of the Red Lands hatbi lain l«ag at the siege, and ever 

so. that he xhig^i have iUr? Launcelot of the Lake to do 
battle With him, or Sir Trfeti^mi. or Sir Laajorak of Galls, or Sir Gawaine. " 



zny lord Sir PeiTsani of Indci# “ £.mid the duntel iiiiet, "I require 
tl»t yftwiU ^th the Red ** 

”I all nqr «M Sir Per«a^, **if it HriXL please him to 

take the order of kni^hood from so simple a man as I am*^' 

said Beaumaias^ thank you for ysur good vBl« but the nome 
kni^ Sir Launcelot 1^ made me jmight* 

**Ah, ” said Persant, **ye mi|^ not be made knight by a more renowned 
knight^ for of all kni^xts he Is called chief of knighthood. Also all the world 
saith that b€ 4 twixt times Imi^ts all knif^xthood is clearly divided; that is 
lAunf^lot of the Lake« 5iir Tristram of Liopes« and Sir Lamorak of Galls. 
Therefore God speed yoii well, for if ye may nxatch the Red IQxight ye shall 
be called the fourth of the world. ** 

”Sir, ** aaid Beaumains, **now if ye and this danxsel will not reveal it, 

X win tell you of what kin I am. ” 

‘^’We will not expose you, said they both, "by the faith we owe unto 

Gk)ds 

"Truly, then, " said he, "my name is Gareth of Orkney, and King Lot 
was my father, and my mc^er is King Arthur's sister; Sir Gawaine and 
Sir Agravaine and Sir Gaheris are my brothers, and 1 am the youngest of 
them all. And as yet neither King Arthxr, nor Sir Gawaine know what I am. " 



V, How the damsel and Beaumains came to the siese. and how Beaumains 
fought ^yith the Red Khi At of the Red Lawns. 

Then the dwarf brought word to the lady that was besieged that her 
sister was come and a kni^ with her. 

"What imanner of man is he?" said the lady. 

"He is a noble knight, m ada m , ” said the dwarf, "and but a young man, 
but he is as likely a man as ever ye saw. " 

. . ^ ^ ^ come, " said the lady, "and by whom was he made 

knight? 

"j^dam, " said the dwarf, "lae is the king's son of Orkney, but 1 will 
not tell yotr hi’s name at this timet; but know that he was made Imi^t by Sir 
launcelot. " 

"How escaped he from the brethren of Persant? " said the lady. 

"Madam, " he said, "as a noble knight should. " 

"Dwar^, " said the lady, "I am glad of these tidings; therefore go thou 
to my herr£ii^£^ near by, and. there shalt thou bear w^th thee vdne and bread 
and venison ml fow^. , then go thou unto my sister #nd greet her well, 
and conunend me untp that gentle^^ight* SS'l pray. him. to eat and to drink. 
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and msdw hte atttJiig^ Alao pray Bim4hat ha be of good heart and good 

fhQ aiomalo^^^ 

teOiui hor'Oddrtd<^ iHdr gentle^ tor he thinketh cci nothing but murder^ and 
that if the cause I cannot praise. Mit* nor love him* 

' And aO'tfithin'a little while ^e daihsel Ldndi and' Sir Beaiunalns ca*^e 
tdtoat herznitage^ ahd-therS they dz^k t^ adne and ate the venison and 
the towto. And when the dwarf returned again unto the castle^ there met 
with him the Bed Knight of the Red X«ahdB> and asked hln from whence he 
came. 

"Sir, ** said the dwarf, "I have been with my lady's sister, and she hath 
been at King Arthur's court, ahd brought a kni^ with her. ** 

"Then her labor is but lost; even bad she brought with her Sir Ibauncelot, 
Sir Tristram, Sir Lamorak, or Sir Gawatoe, I would think myself good 
enough for them all. " 

"That may well be, " said the dwarf, "but this knight hath passed ail the 
perilous passages; he hath slain the Black Knight, and two more, and won 
the Green Knight, the Red Khi^ and the Blue Knight. " 

"Then he is one of the tour I have mentioned, " 

"He is none of those, " said the dwarf, %ut he is a king's son. " 

"What is his name? " said the Red Knight of the Red Lands. 

"That I will not tell you, " said the dwarf. 

"I care not, " said the knight, "tor he shall have a shametol death, as 
many others have had. " 

"It is marvel, ” said the dwarf, "that ye make such shametol war upon 
noble Knights, " 

Beau m a in s lay all ni|[^ in the hermitage, and upon the mom he and the 
damsel Linet heard their mass, and broke their fast. And then they took 
their horses end rode throughout a fair forest, and then they came to a 
plain, and saw where there Were many pavilicms and tents, and a fair castle, 
and there was much smoke and great noise. And when th^^y came near the 
siege Sir Be&umains espied upon great trees how there bung by the neck 
goodly armed men, with their shields about their necks, and tifieir swords, 
and spurs upon their heels, and so there hung shametolly nigh forty 
knights with toll rich arms. Then Sir Beaumains' countenance fell, and he 
said, 

"What meanefh this?" 

"Pair air, " said the damsel, "ye must encourage yourself in spite of 
this sights or else ye be lost, tor ail these kni^s came hither to this siege 
to rescue my sister Dame Liohes, and when the Red Kni|^t of the Red Lands 
had overcome them he put them to this shametol death, without mercy or 

pity. Arid to the same way win ha serve you, tiriless ye fare better than 
they. 



'Now Jeftu deteid moj^V said Sir Boaumains, "i'rom suclta ^dilaiwMui 
deatbAiid diagraco b^Mram, for I would rather be alain manly in plain 
battle tjhan to fare 

"Troflt: him not, '! said tbe damsel, "for in him is no courtesy; and that 
is a pi^^.^iipr he is> a full likely man, .well made of body, a ftiU noble knight 
of prowess, and a lord of great lands and possessions. '' 

"He may well be good knl|^, ** said Beaumains, "but he hath shame- 
ful customs, and it is marvel that none of the noble k^idxis of my lord Ar- 
thur have dealt with him. '* 



And then they rode to the walla and saw, near by, a. sycamore tree, 
whereon hung a hbrn, the greatest that ever they saw, of an elephant’s 
bone, and:this Knight of the Red Lands had hanged it up there, so that if 
there came any knight errant he must blow that horn, and then would he 
make him ready, and come to him to do battle. 

"But Sir, I pray you, " said the damsel linet, "blow ye not the horn 
till it be high noon, for before that time his mi^t increaseth till, as men 
say, he hath seven men's strength. " 

"Ah, -fie for shame, fair damsel; if he were as good a knl^ as ever 
was, yet should I test him at his most powerful, for eit^r I will win honor 
honorably, or die knightly in the field." 

And therewith he spurred his horse straight to the sycamore tree, and 
blew the horn so eagerly that all the siege and the castle rang thereof. And 
then there leapt out knii^ts from their tents and pavilions, and those within 
t^ castle looked over the walls and out the windows. Then the Red Knight 
of the Red Luds armed him hastily, and two barons set his spurs upon his 
Mels, and all was blood-red,^ his armor, spear, and shield. And an earl 
buckled his helm upon his head, and then they brought him a red steed, and 
so he rode into a little vale under the castle, so that all that were in the 
castle and at the sie^^w mi^ behold the battle. 

" Sir, " said the damsel Linet imto Sir Beaumains, "look ye, for yonder 
is your deadly enemy^ and at yonder window is my si^er. " 

"Where?" said Bea^^ains. 

"Yonder, " said the dVimsel, and pointed with her finger. 

"She seems from afar the fairest lady that ever I looked upon, " said 
Beaumains, and truly, . U aek nothing better than to do battle for her now, 
fbr truly she shaU be my lady, and for her I will fight. " 

And ever iiB looked up the window with glad countenance. With that 
the Red Knight of the Rad Lands called to Sir Beaumains, 

"Leave thy looking, air llsnigiit, and behold me, for I warn thee she is 
my la^, and for h*5r I have done many strong battles. " 

"If thou hast done so, " said Beaumains, "it was ljut waste labor, for 
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she Ibvsthiiphe^f th^^ attentions^ and tor thou to love oae that loveth thee 
not, is but great folly* For if 1 unc'erstood that she were not glad of my 
cominjgi I wouldthink twice before i did battle tor her. But I understand 
that by the besieging of this castle^ thou hast lost her good favor* And 
therefore, thou Red I&ight of the Had Lands, know that I love her and will 
rescue her, or else die* 

"Sayest thou that? ” said the Red Kni^t; “thou ought to beware by 
reason of yonder knii^its that thou sawest hang upcm y(M*der trees* ’* 

**Pie for shame, ” said Beaumains, "that ever thou shouldst say or do 
such evtt; thou shamest thyself and knighthood, and thou mayest be sure 
there will no lady love thee that knoweth thy wicked customs. Thou thinkest 
that the sight of these hanged knights should fri^en me. NOt so; that 
shameful sij^t causeth me to have courage and hardiness against thee, more 
than I would have had against thee if thou wert a well-ruled knight* " 



"Make thee ready, " said the Red Knl^ of the Red Lands, "and talk no 
longer* 

Then Sir Beaumains bade the damsel go from him, and they put their 
spears in their rests and came together with all their might and smote each 
other in the midst of their shields, so that they fell to the eartii both, and 
lay a great whRe sore stunned; and all those that were in the castle though 
their necks had been broken, and many said the strange knight was a big 
man and a noble jouster, for till now no kni^ could match the Red Knight 
of the Red Lands* 

Then they got free of their horses and put their shields before them, end 
drew their swords, and ran together like two fierce lions, and gave each 
other such buffets upon their helms that they reeled backward two strides, 
and then they recovered and hewed great pieces from their armor and their 
shields* And thus they fought till it was past noon and they both lacked wind, 
and then they stood panting, blowing, and bleeding, that all that beheld them 
wept for pity. And when ttwy had rested a while they went to battle again, 
dodging, striking, and parrying, as two boars* And sometimes they ran at 
each other like two rams, and hurtled together so that they fell groveling 
to the earth; and sometimes they were so confused that each took the other’s 
sword instead of his own. Thus they battled on until at the last Beaumains 
smote the sword out of the Red Knight's hand, and then he smote him upon 
the helm so that he feB to the earth, and Sir Beaumains fell upon him and 
unlaced Ms helm to have slain him; and then he asked mercy, saying with 
a loud voice, 

"O noble knight, I yield me to thy mercy. " 

Then Sir Beaumains thought of the knights that he had made to be hanged 
shametolly, and he said, 

’*! may not with honor save thy life, because of the 3 hametol deaths 
thou hast caused many good knights to die. " 

"Sir, " said the Red Knight of the Red Lands> "hold your hand and ye 
shaU know the causes why I put them to so shameftil a death. " 
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■ X loved -once - a; lad^ ia fitiur daaiiael^ and bisr ^brother was slain, 

aad^he said&H^as done by SiJ? lAuncelot of the I-ake or else Sir Gawaine, 
and ate begged me that I would promise to labor dally in arms until I mot 
with one of them# and wll limt I^migB^-overcome I should put nnto a v il l ai n* 
ous deatlu^^“ 

^^Thenv said 'BeaumaimiV ^insomuch as aU that ye did was at a lady's 
request, 1 blame you the leie, and ye ehcll have your life upon this con- 
^ ditiom that ye go within the tcastle and yield you to the lady, and if she will 
♦ forgive you, I will. And when that is d^e, mat ye go unto the court of King 
Arthur^ ^d there ask Sbr Latineeloi and Sir tlawaine mercy for the evil will 
ye> have had agamet them^ 

"Sir, ” said the Red KiighiV of the Red Lands, "all this will I do as ye 
comxnandU 

'And then the maiden Linet came to Sir Beaumains and unarmed him and 
treated Ms woun^> and she did likewise unto tbi Red Knight. And so within 
a while the Red Knight of the Red Lands went unto the casUe and put him in 
the gpod gi^ces of the lady^ Li<mes, and she forgave Mm. And ttien he de- 
parted hnlo the court of idng Arthur, and there he put Mm in the mercy of 
Sir Launcelot and Sir Gawaine, and there he told <^nly how he was overcome 
and by whom. 

"Jesu mercy, " said King Arthur and Sir Gawaine, "we marvel much of 
what Mn he is come, for he is a noble knight. " 

"Have no marvel^ " said Sir Launcelot, "for he is come of a full noble 
blood, and there be but few now living so mi^ty as he is, and so noble of 
prowess. 

'i 

”Xt seemeih, " said King Arthur, "that ye know Me name, and of what 
blood ^ is. " 

"I suppose I do so, " said Launcelot, "or else I would not have given 
him the order of knighthood; but he charged me at that time that I should not 
reveal it. " 

ttow turn we unto Sir Beaumains, who desired of Linet that he might 
see her sister, his lady. 

"Sir, " said she, "I would fain ye saw her. " 

Then Sir Beaumains armed him, and took Ms horse and h5s spear, and 
rode straight unto the castle. And when he came to the gate he found there 
many armed men, and they pulled up the drawbridge. Then he mar^^lled 
why they would not let him enter. And then he looked up to the window, and 
there he saw the fair Liones, that said, 

"Go thy way. Sir Beaumains, for thou shalt not wholly have my love 
until the time that thou be called one of the worthy knights. And therefOA*e 
go labor in honor tMs twelvemonth, and then thou shalt hear new tidings. " 
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fair ** isaid Beaumaioa-, **! have not deserved that ye ahould 
show me this strangeness; I had thought that I shcidd have right good cheer 
with yotx, and I am sure I have bought your love with part of the best blood 
within my body. ** 

"7^*^ courteous knight^ said Dame liones^ "be not displeased nor 
over Jiasty; your great labor nor good love shall not be losto Therefore go 
on yofifway, and be of good comfort, for all this shall be to your honor, and 
a twelvemonth will soon be done, and trust me, fair kr’ j^t, I shall be true 
to you, and never betray you, but to my death I shall love you and none 
other. " 

And so it was that Sir Beaumains rode away from the castle, and for 
the space of a year he did many deeds of honor« And as the year came to 
an ead and it drew fast unto Michaelmas, thither to the court of King Arthur 
came Dame Liones and her sister Dame Xinet. And up<m Michaelmas Day 
the bishop of Canterbury made the wedding betwixt Sir Gareth, that was 
called Beaumains, and the lad^ Liones, with great solemnity. And King 
Arthur caused Sir Gaheris, that was brother to Sir Gareth, to wed Dame 
Linet. And King Arthur caused Sir Agravaine, that was also brother to 
Gareth, to wed Dame Liones* niece, a fair la(fy; her name was Dame Laurel. 
And so when this solemnization was done, then came in the Green Khi^t, 

Sir Pertolepe, with thirty knights, and there he did ^mage to Sir Gareth. 
Then came in the Red !&iight with three score knights with him, and did to 
Gareth homage. Then came in Sir Persant of hide, with a hundred knights 
with Mm, and there he did homage. And then came in the Red Knight of 
the Red Lands, that was called Sir Ironside, and he brought with Mm three 
hundred knij^s, and there he did homage. 

So then the kings and queens, princes and earls, barons and many bold 
Miights went unto meat; and well may ye know there was all manner of meat 
in great plenty, all manner of revels and games, with all manner of min- 
strelsy that was accustomed in those days. Also there was great jousting, 
for three days. But the king would not allow Sir Gareth to joust, because 
of his new bride. 

Thus endeth this tale of Sir Gareth of Orkney that wedded Dame Liones^ 
And also Sir Gaheris wedded her sister. Dame Linet. And Sir Agravaine 
wedded Dame Lisurel, a fair lady and great. And mighty lands with great 
riches did King Arthur give them all, that roj^Uj they might live till their 
lives* end. 
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FAHX 

OP THE QUEST OP THE HOLY GRAIL, AND OP SIR GALAHAD 
r THAT ACHIBVBD IT 



It that Mfore the tim«tbat Sir Galahad was bomi there came « 
heru^tiiantalCiiig A aa the knights aat at tlu Table 

Roiaid^ And wheathe bermit-sair the Seat Perilowi beaked the king and 
all the knights why that seat was empty; Thai King Arthar answered for 
all the knigtM and said« 

’'There shall none sit in that seat but one, without he be destroyed, ” 

Then said the hermit, 

"Sir^ know ye irho he is ? " 

**^y, " said King Arthur and all the knii^ts, "we know not jret who he 
is that shall sit there. " 

"Then I know, " said the hermit. "For he that shall sit there is yet 
unborn, and this same year he sbaU be bom that shall sit in that Seat Peril- 
ous, and he shaU win the Holy Grail. " 

When this hermit had made this mention he departed from the court 
of Khig Arthur, And after this feast Sir Launcelot rode from the court in 
search of adventures till on a time he came to a fair castle, and there** 
withal came the king of the castle and saluted Sir Launcelot and he him . ' 
again. 

"Now, fair knight, " said the king, "what is your name?" 

"Sir, " said Sir Launcelot, "my name is Sir Launcelot of the Lake, 

"And my name," said the othor^ "is King Pelles, king of tMs land. " 

And then each of them made much of the other, and so they went into 
the castle to take their repast. And at once there came in at a winctow a 
dove, and In her mouth there seemed a little censer of gold, and there- 
withal there was such a rich scent as if all the spices of the world had been 
there. And forthwith there was upon the table all manner of meats and 
drinks that they might think of. 



And then there came in a damsel, exceeding fair and young, and she 
bore a vessel of gold between her hands; and thereto the king kneeled de- 
voutly and said his prayers, and :so did all that were there. 

"Ah, Jesu," said Sir Launcelot, "what may this mean?" 



'Sir^ sa|d the king^ *?thi8 is the richest thing that any living man hath, 
and; when word of this thing goeth abroad the Round Table shall be broken 
for >a tixxie. Know thou well,^' said the king, "this is the Holy Grail that ye 
have here seem from which our Lord Jesu Christ did eat at the Last Supper. 



So the king and Sir 



Launcelot that 



day spent most of their time together. 



AxLd it happened that King PeUes: had a fair daughter that was called 
Slaine« and she loved Sir Launcelot well* But Sir Launcelot loved no lady 
in the world ixit only Queen Guenever* by the help of one of the great 
est enchantresses that was at that time living; Sir Launcelot was given a 
potion that made him to^think that the maiden Maine bad been C^een Guen* 
ever* and at that Sir Launcelot was glad, and so was the la<fy Elaine. And 
after a time, when Sir L<auncelot had departed, she was delivered of a fair 
child, and they christened him Galahad. And that child was well kept and 
well nourished. 

Then as it fell by fortune and adventure. Sir Bors of Ganis that was 
nephew unto Sir X^auncelot came to King Pelles' castle, and when the king 
and Elaine, his daughter, knew that Sir Bors was nephew unto Sir Launce* 
lot they made him great cheer. But ever Sir 3Bors beheld the child in the 
arms of the king's daughter, and ever it seemed ha was much like Sir 
Launcelot, 

"Truly, " said Elaine, "this is his son. " 

Then Sir Bors wept for joy, and prayed to God he might prove as good 
a knight as his father. 

And so there came in a white dove, 4ind she bore a little censer of gold 
in her niouth, and there was all manner of meats and drinks. And a maid- 
en bore in the Holy Grail, and she said there openly, 

"Know, Sir Bors, that this child. Sir Galahad, shall sit in the Seat 
Perilous and achieve the Holy Grail, and he shall be much better than his 
father. Sir Launcelot, " 

And then they kneeled down and said their prayers, and there was such 
a scent as if all the spices in the world had been there. And as the dove 
had taken her flight, the maiden vanished as she came, with the Holy GraiL 

And so on the mom Sir Bors depai*ted and rode unto Camelot, And 
there he found Sir Launcelot, and told him of the adventures that he had 
seen with King Pelles, 

And then noise sprang up in King Arthur's court that Sir Launcelot had 
a child by the cbu^ter of King Pelles, wherefore Queen Guenever was 
wroth, and she gave many rebukes to Sir Launcelot and called him false 
knight. And then Sir Launcelot told the queen all, and how he bad been 
deceived by enchantment; and so the qiieen held Sir Launcelot excused. 

And it befell that some years afterward, when it was the vigil of Pente- 
cost, all the fellowship of the Bound Table were come unto Camelot. And 
when they had heard their service, and the tables were set ready with meat 
and drink, right so there entered into the hall a fair gentlewoman on horse- 
back, that had ridden full fast, for her horse was all besweated. Then she 
there alit, and came before the king and saluted him. And he said, 

"Damsel, God thee bless, " 

"Sir, " said she, "tell me where Siir .Launcelot is, " 



3^ niay sea him« '* said the king. 



Then >8li# wnt ^nto l^imcelot and said; 

^ salute you on King Pelles* behalf, and I require you 
come with' me ^erei^ into a forest* “ 

Then Sir XAuncelot asked her, 

“What will ye with me? “ 



“Ye shall know, ” said she, “when ye come thither., ” 

“Well, “ said he, “I will f^ladly go with you. “ So Sir Launcelot bade 
his S(p>ire saddle his horse and bring his arms. Then came the ^een unto 
^uncelot, and said, 

“Will ye leave us at this high feast? “ 

“Madam, “ said the gentlewoman, “know ye well he shall be with you 
tomorrow by dinner time. “ 

“if I knew, “ said the queen, “that he should not be vdth us here to- 
morrow, he should not go with you by my good will. “ 

Right so depai?ted Sir Launcelot with.the gentlewoman, and rode until 
he came into a forest and into a great valley, where they saw an abbey of 
nuns; and there was a squire ready and opened the gates, and so they en- 
tered and descended off their horses. And there came a fair fellowhip 
about Sir Launcelot, and welcomed him, and were passing glad of his 
coming* 

And then they led him unto the Abbess's chamber and uimrmed him; 
and right so he was aware that upon a bed were lyin^ two of his cousins. 

Sir Bors and Sir Lionel, and then he waked them; and when they saw him 
they made great joy. 

In the meanwhile there came therein twelve nuns that brought with 
them Galahad, who was passing fair and well made, that scarcely in the 
,7orld men might not find his match; and all those ladies wept. 

“Sir, “ said they all, “we bring you here this child of fifteen years 
which we have^nourished, and we pray you to zmke him a knight, for of a 
more worthier man's hand may he not receive the order of knighthood. “ 

Sir Laimcelot beheld the young squire and saw him seemly and demure 
as a dove, with all manner of good features, so that he thought never to 
have seen so fair a man of his age. Then said Sir Launcelot, 

“Cometh this desire of himself?’* 

He and all they said yea. 

“Then shall he, “ said Sir Launcelot, “receive the high order of 
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knlghthood tomorrow morning at the high feast, ” 

night Sir Lrauncelot had passing good cheer; and on the mom. at 
Galahad’s desire, he made him knight and said, 

**God make him a good man, for of beauty he hath no equal among any 
that now liveth, 

Then said Sir Launcelot, 

"Now fair sir, will ye come with me unto the court of ICing Arthur?" 

"Nay, " said he, "I will not go with you at this time, " 

Then Sir Launcelct departed and took his two cousins with him, and so 
they came unto Camelot by tiic hour of nine in the morning on Whitsunday. 
And when the king and all the knights were come from services^ the barons 
espied in the seats of the Round Table, ail written with gold letters, "Here 
ought such a one to sit, ’* and "Another ought to sit here,”* and thus they went 
along until they came to the Seat Perilous, where they found letters newly 
written with gold, that said, 

FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FOUR YEARS AFTER THE PASSION 

OP OUR LORD JESU CHRIST OUGHT THIS SEAT TO BE FILLED. 

Then they all said, 

"This is a marvellous and an. adventurous thing, ** 

"hi the name of God, " said Sir Launcelot, and he counted the time from 
the passion of our Lord unto that day, "it seemeth that this seat ought to be 
filled this same day, for this is the feast of Pentecost after the four hun- 
dred and fifty-fourth year; and if it would displease none, I would that none 
of these letters were seen this day, till he is come that cu^ to sit here, " 

Then they brought a cloth of silk to cover the letters in the Seat Peril- 
ous, 



"Nov/ may ye go to your dinner, " said Sii* Kay unto the Iding, "for a 
marvellous adventure have ye seen. " So the king and all went to their meat, 
and every knight knew his own place, and set him therein, and young men 
that were knights served them. So when they were served, and all the seats 
were filled save only the Seat Perilous, there at once befell a marvellous 
adventure: that all the doors and the windows of the p^ace shut by them- 
selves, But the hall was not greatly darkened, and therefore they had great 
marvel. Then came in a good old mm clothed all in white, and there was 
no knight knew from whence he came; and with him he brought a young 
knight in red arms. Then the old nifin said unto Arthur, 

"Sir, I bring here a young knight which is of king’s lineage, by whom 
the marvels of this court and of six ar ge realms shall be fully accomplished, " 

The king wa^ right glad of his words, and said unto the good man. 
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‘*Sir, ye be right welcome, and the young knight with you. " 

Then^he old man made the young man to unarm himself; and he was in 
a coat of red silK^ and bore a mantle upon his shoulder that was fhrred 
with ermine, and he put that upon him. And the old knight said unto the 
young knight, 

“Sir, follow me. “ 

And at once he led him unto the Seat Perilous, beside which sat Sir 
Launcelot, Bsid the good man lifted up the cloth, and found there letters 
that said thus: 

THIS IS THE SEAT OP GALAHAD, THE HIGH PRINCE. 

“Sir, ” said the old knight, “know that this place is yours. ” 

And then he set him down surely in that seat. And then Galahad said 
to the old man, 

“Sir, ye may now go your way, for well have ye done as ye were 
commanded to do. ” ^ j 

So the good man departed, and there met him twenty noble scjuires, 
and so they took their horses and went their way. 

Then all the knig^s of the Table Round marvelled greatly at Sir Gal- 
ahad, that he dared sit there in that Seat Perilous, and was so tender of 
age, and they said, 

“This is he by whom the Holy Grail shall be achie\^d, for none ever 
sat there but he, without he were destroyed^ “ 

Soon afterward, on a day, the king and all the knights espied where 
came riding toward them a la^ on a white palfrey. And she saluted the 
king and the queen, and then said, 

“Sir king, I bring thee word that there shall befall thee the greatest 
honor that ever befell king in Britain; for this day the Holy Grail shall 
appear in thy house, and feed thee and all thy fellowship of the Round Table, 

So she departed and went that same v/ay thatshecame. 

“Now, “ said the king, “I am sure that for this quest of the Holy Grail 
all ye of the Table Round shall depart, and never shall F see you again to- 
gether. “ 

Then the king and all went to •vespers in the great church, and so 
after that to supper, and every knight sat in his own place^ Then at once 
they heard cracking of thunder, and in the midst of this blast entered a 
sunbeam more clear by seven times than ever they saw day, and all they 
were lighted by the grace of the Holy Ghost. Then there entered into the 
ha^ll the Holy Grail covered with white samite, but there was none mi^it 
see it^ nor who bore it. And all the hall was filled with good odors, and 
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every koight had such meats and drinks as he best loved in this world; and 
when the Holy Grsdl had bean borne through the liall, then the holy vessel 
departed suddenly, and they knew not whi&er. 

Then had they all breath to speak. And then the king yielded thanks to 
God for His good grace that He had sent them, 

*'Now, ” said Sir Gawaine, ”we have been served this day with what- 
soever meats and drinks we thought on; but one thing b'^guiled us: we might 
not see the Holy Grail, it was so prectosly covered. Wherefore I will make 
a vow, that tomorrow, without abiding longer, I shaH labor in the quest of 
the Holy Grail, and never shall I return a^in unto the court till I have seen 
it more openly than it hath been seen here. " 

When they of the Table Hound heard Sir Gawaine say so, they arose and 
made such vows as Sir Gawame had made. As so(m as King Arthur heard 
this he was greatly displeased, for he knew well that they might not take 
back their vows, 

’'Alas ! ” said King Arthur unto Sir Gawaine, *’ye have nigh slain me 
with the vow and promise that ye have made. For ye have bereft me of the 
fairest fellowship and the truest knighthood that ever were seen together 
in any realm of the world. For when they depart, I am sure they all shall 
never more meet in this world, for many shall die in the quest. I have 
loved them as well as my life, wherefore it shall griv^ve me right sore, the 
breaking of this fellowsMp; for I have had an old custom to have them in my 
fellowsMp, " 



And therewith the tears filled his eyes. And then he said, 

"Gawaine, Gawaine, ye have set m^e In great sorrow, for I have great 
doubt that my true fellowship shall ever meet here more again. " 

"Ah, ” said Sir Launcelot, "comfort yourself, for it shall be unto us 
a great honor, and much more than if we died in any other way. " 

"Ah, Launcelot, " said the king, "the great love that I have had for 3^u 
all the days of my IHe maketh me to say such sorrowful words; for never 
a Christian King had so many worthy men at his table as I have had this 
day at the Eoimd Table, ” 

Then the king would know how many had undertaken the quest of the . 
Holy Grail, and there were a hundred and fifty, and aU were knights of the 
Round Table. And then they departed on the morrow with weeping and 
mourning, and every .might took the way that he liked best. And the most 
part had many marvellous adventures, but never one achieved the Holy 
Grail. 

And also Galahad rode many journeys in vain, and at the last he met 
with Sir Percivale and Sir Bors, Then rode they a great while till they 
came to the castle of King Pelles, And when they were entered within, the 
castle the king knew them. Then there was great joy, for they knew well 
that by their coming they had fulfilled the quest of the Holy Grail, And all 
at once there came a voice among them, and said. 
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"They that cught not to sit at the table of Jesu Christ arise, for now 
shall true knights be fed, " 

So all went thence except the three knights and King Pelles and Eliazer 
Ms son, wMch were holy men. Therewith the voice said, 

"There be two among ym that be not in the quest of the Holy Grail, and 
therefore depart ye. " 

Then* King Pelles and bis son departed. And therewithal it seemed to 
them that there came a man clothed in likeness of a bishop, with a cross 
in his hand, and four angels bore Mm in a chair and set Mm down b^ore 
the table of silver whereupon the Holy Grail was. Then they heard the 
chamber door open, and Hiere they saw more angels; and two bore candles 
of wax, and the tMrcl a towel, and the fourth a spear that bled marvellously, 
that three drops fell within a bos wMch he held with his other band. 

Then looked they, and saw a man come out of the Holy Grail, that had 
all the signs of the paission of Jesu Christ, bleeding all openly, and said, 

"My knights, ^d my servants, and my true children, wMch are come 
out of earthly life into .spiritual ilife, I will now no longer hide me from you, 
but ye shall see now a part of my secrets: now receive the holy food wMch 
ye have so much desired, " 

Then took He the Holy Grail, and came to Galahad, and Galahad kneeled 
down and there received the ble£ised sacrament, and after so did his 
fellows; and they thought it so sweet that it was marvellous to tell. Then 
said He unto Galahad, 

"S6n, knowest thou what I hold betwixt my hands ?" 

"Nay, " said he, "unless Ye will tell me. " 

"This is, " said He, "the ho3.y dish where from I ate the lamb at the 
I-iast Supper. And now hast thou seen what thou most desiredst to see, but 
yet hast thou not seen it e,s openly as thou shalt see it. Therefore go ye 
tomorrow unto the sea, vdiere ye shall find a sMp ready, and take no more 
with you, but Sir Percivale and Sir Bors. And two of you shall die in my 
service, but one of you shall come again, and tell tidings." 

Then gave He them His blessing and vanished away. Right so departed 
Galahad, Percivale, and Biors, And so they rode three days, and then they 
came to and found the sliip. And when they came on board, they 

found the table of silver which they had left behind," and on it the Holy Grail, 
wMch was covered with red samite. Then were they glad to have such 
things in their fellowship, and so they entered, and made great reverence 
thereto, .and Galahad fell in prayer long time to our Lord, asking that at 
whatsoever time he desired, he gjhould pass out of this world: so he prayed, 
till a voice said to him, 

"Galahad, thou shalt hSLVo thy request, and when thou askest the death 
of thy body thou shalt have it, and then shalt thou find the life of the soul. " 
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Percivale heard this, and prayed him to tell him wherefore he asked 
such things. 

That shall I tell you, ” said Ga l a h ad: “the other day when we saw a 
part of the adventures of the Holy Grail- I was In such joy of heart that 
hevev eaz*thly man was, and therefore X know well tha - when my body is 
dead my soul shall be in great joy to see the blessed Trinity every day, 
and the naajesty of our Lord Jesu Christ, ** 

And when they landed they took out of the ship the table of silver, and 
right so they went to a city, which was called Sarras, and at the gate of the 
city they saw an old stooped man. Then Galahad called him, and bade him 
help to bear the heavy table. 

“Truly^, “ said the old man, “it is ten years since I might go without 
crutches. 

“Care thou not, “ said Galahad, “and arise up and show thy good will. “ 

And so he tried, and found himself as whole as ever he was. Then ran 
he to the table, and took one end. And at once arose there great noise in 
the city, that a cripple was made whole by marvellous knights that entered 
into the city. 

And when the king of the city, which was a tyrant, heard this, he took 
them and put them in prison in a deep hole. But as soon as they were there, 
our Lord sent them the Holy Grail, through whose grace they were always 
nourished while they were in prison. So at the year»s end it befell that this 
king lay sick, and felt that he should die. Then he sent for the three knights, 
and they came before him, and he begged forgiveness for that which he had 
done to them, and they forgave him goodly, and soon he died. 

When the king was dead, all the city was dismayed, and knew not who 
might be their king. Right so as they were in counsel, there came a voice 
among them, and bade them choose the youngest loiight of the three to be 
their king. So they made Galahad king by the assent of the whole city. And 
then Galahad caused to be made about the table of silver a chest of gold and 
of precious stones that covered also the Holy Grail, and every day early the 
three fellows would come before it and say their pjpayers. 

Now at the year*s end, Galahad arose up early, and his fellows, and 
came to the palace, and saw before them the Holy Grail, and a man kneel- 
ing on his knees, in the likeness of the bishop, that had about him a great 
fellowship of angels, as if it had been Jesu Christ himself. And then the 
bishop arose and began a mass of Our Lady. And when he had done, at 
once he called Galahad, and said to him, 

“Come forth, thou servant of Jesu Christ, and thou shalt see what thou 
hast much desired to see* “ 

And then Galahad began to tremble rigac hard, when the earthly flesh 
began to behold the spiritual things. Then he held up his hands toward 
heaven, and said. 
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”Lord, I thank thee, for now I see that which bath been my desire many 
a day. Now, blessed Lord, would I not longer li.ve, it might please thee. 
Lord, 

And therewith the bishop took the bread that was our Lord’s bocfy be- 
twixt his hands, and profei'red it to Galahad, and he received it. right gladly 
and meekly. And then Galahad went to Percivale and kissed him, and com- 
mended him to God, And so he went to Sir Bors and kissed him, and com- 
m^ded him to God, and said, 

/• 

"Fair lord, salute 7ne to my lord Sir Launcelot. my father, and as scon 
as ye see him, bid him. reniember of this unstable world, ” 

And therewith he kneeled down before the table and said his prayers, 
and then suddenly his soul departed to Jesu Christ, and a great multitude 
of angels bore hds soul up to heaven, and the two fellows could well behold 
it. Also the two fellows saw come from heaven a hand, but tiiey saw not the 
body, and it came right to the Holy Grail, and took it, and so bore it up to 
heaven. 

When Percivale and Bors saw Galahad dead, they made as much sorrow 
as ever did two men: and if thsy had not been good men they might quickly 
have fallen in despair. And when Galahad was ?>uried. Sir Percivale went 
imto a hermitage arid put on religious clothing; md Bors went with him, but 
never changed he his secular clothing, for he would go again unto King Ar- 
thur’s court. Thus a year and two months lived Sir Perciv^e in the her- 
mitage a full holy life, and then passed out of this world. And Bors buried 
him by Galahad, and then he departed and rode till he came to Camelot where 
the king was. And then was there great joy made of him, for they all had 
thought that he was dead. And then Bors told of the adventures of the Holy 
Grail that had befallen him and Percivale and Galahad, 

But since that time was there never man so bold as to say that he had 
seen the Holy Grail. 
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PART FOUR 

OF THE DEATH OP ARTHUR, AND OP THE BREAKING 
OP THE FELLOWSHIP OP THE TAB3UE ROUND 



After the quest of the Holy GraU was fulfilled, and all knights that 
were left alive were come again unto the Table Round, King Arthur and 
^een Guenever made great joy of the remnant that wer<» come home* 

And passing glad were the king and the queen of Sir I-auncelot and of 
Sir Bors, for they had been long awa> at the quest of the Holy GraU* 

Then Sir Launcelot began to resort tmto Queen Guenever agaiia* And 
ever his thoughts were privately on the queen, and now' they loved more 
Umn they did before, so that many in the court spoke of it, and in especial 
Sir Agravaiae, Sir Gawaine^s brother, for he was ever open-mouthed 
And every night and day Sir Agravaine lay in wait for Queen Guenever 
and Sir Launcelot of the Lake, to put them to a rebuke and shame* 

Thus the knights and ladies lived in the court, with great nobleness 
and Joy, long itoe, until one May it befell that a great anger arose that 
never ceased till the flower of chivalry of all the world was destroyed 
and slain: and all was due to two unhapj^ knights, which were named 
Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred, that were brethren unto Sir Gawaine. 

For Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred had ever a private hate for Qu,een 
Guenever and for Sir Launcelot* So it happened that Sir Agravaine said 
openly unto his brethren, 

marvel that we all be not ashamed both to see and to know how 
Sir Launcelot goeth with the queen; it is shame that we all should allow 
so noble a king as King Arthur is to be so shamed, " 

Then spoke Sir Gawaine and said, 

"Brother, Sir Agravaine, I pray you, bring no such matters before 
, me more; for know that I will not be of your opinion, " 

"Nor will we, " said Sir Gaheris and Sir Gareth, 

"Then will I, said Sir Mordred, 

"l believe thsit well, " said Sir Gawaine, "for ever ye incline unto 
all unhappiness, brother Sir Mordred, I would that ye left all this, and 
made you not so busy, for I know what will come of it, " 

"Come of it what may, " said Sir Agravaine, "l will disclose it 
to the king. " 

"Not by my advice, " said Sir Gawaine, "for if there arise war 
betwixt. Sir Launcelot and us, there will many kings and great lords side 
with Sir Launcelot* " 

"I will hide it no longer, " said Sir Agravaine* 

With these words came to them King Arthui** 
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”Nqw, brother, cease your noise, ** said Sir Gawaine, 

. . *‘We will not, said Sir Agrayaine and Sir Mordred. 

"Then, '* said Sir Gawaine, "l will not hear your tales, ” 

"Nor will we, " said Sir Gareth and Sir Gaheris, 

And therewithal they three departed, making great grief. 

"Alas, " said Sir Gawaine and Sir Gareth, "now is this realm wholly 
undone, and the noble fellowship uf the Hound Table shall be dispersed. " 

Then Sir Agravaine said unto King Arthur, 

"My lord, 1 shall tell you what I may keep no longer. I and my 
brother. Sir Mordred, know how Sir Launcelot regardeth your queen, 
and we be your sister's sons, and we may a^ow it no longer* Therefore, 
we will prove it that he is a traitor to your person* " 

"l would be loath to believe such a thing, " said King Arthur, 

"unless I had proofs upon it; for all ye know Sir Launcelot is the best 
knight among us all. " And truly the king was full loath to have any 
nmiors about Sir Laimcelot and his queen; for the king had a suspicion, 
but he v/ould not hear of it, for Sir Launcelot had done much for him and 
for the queen so many times that the king loved him well. 

"My lord, " said Sir Agravaine, "ye shall ride tomorrow out 
hunting, and doubt ye not. Sir Launcelot will not go with you. Then 
we shall surprise him with the queen. " 

So on the morn. King Arthur rode hunting. Then Sir Agravaine 
and Sir Mordred gathered to them twelv'e knights, and hid themselves 
in a chamber. Then Sir Launcelot told Sir Bors how he would go and 
speak with the queen* 

"Sir, " said Sir Bors, "1 mistrust that the king is absent from the 
queen because, peradventure, he hath hiid some trap for you and the 
queen. 1 ever fear Sir Agravaine, that waiteth daily to do you shame. " 

"Have ye no fear, " said Sir Launcelot. 

So he departed, and took his sword imder his arm, and so he passed 
till he came to the queen's chamber. And then there came Sir Agravaine 
and Sir Mordred, with twelve knights of the Round Table, and they cried, 

"Traitor ktiight, Sif Launcelot of the Lake, now art thou taken. ” 

"Alas, " said Queen Guenever, "now are we both brought to grief. " 

"Madam, " said Sir Launcelot, "is there hare any armor within 
your chamber?’* 
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. .Tr^jr^ said the ^eei^ "I have neither armor, shields sword, 
nor spear,, Iv^Orefore I fear me our long love is come io an end; for 
I hehr by meh* noise that there be many noble knights, and they be well- 
armech 

iind ever Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred cried, 

"Traitor kMsht, come out of queen's chamber, tor know that thou 
shalt not escape* 

"O Jesu mercy, " said Sir Launcelot, "this shameful cry and noise 
I may not stiff er, for better were death at once than thus to endure this 
pain. " 



Then he took the queen in his arms and kissed her, and said> 

"Most noble Christian queen, I beseech you as ye have been ever 
my most special good lady, and I at all times your true poor knight, 
and as I never failed you in right nor in wrong since the first day King 
Arthur made me a knight, that ye will pray for my soul if that I here be 
slain. 

Therewith Sir Launcelot wrapped his mantle about his arm and 
tmbarred the door, and with his left hand he held it open a little so that 
but one man might come in at once. And so there came striding in a 
good knight, and with a sword he struck at Sir Launcelot mightily, but 
he put aside the stroke, and gave the knight such a buffet upon the helmet 
that he fell groveling dead. And then Sir Lsiuncelot with great might 
drew that dead knight within the chamber door; and then with the help 
of the qu.een and her ladies he was quickly armed in the dead knight's 
armor. And ever stood Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred crying, 

, "Traitor knight, come out of the queen's chamber, " 

"Leave your noise, " said Sir Latmcelot unto Sir Agravaine, "for 
know you well. Sir Agravaine, ye shall not prison me tMs night. For 
I promise you by my knighthood, if ye will depart and make no more 
H .noise, I shall tomorrow appear with you adl, before the king, and there 
I shall answer you as a knight should, that hither I came to the queen 
for no manner of evil intent, and that will I prove upon you v/ith mine 
haiids, " 

"Fie on thee, traitor, " said Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred, "We 
win have thee and jla> thee if we wish, for we have the leave of King 
Arthur to save thee or to slay thee. " 

"Ah sirs, " said Sir Launcelot, *ls there none other way? Then look 
to yourselves J " 

So then Sir Launcelot set all open the chamber door, and mightily 
and knightly he stx^ode in amongst them, and at the first buffet he slew 
Sir Agravaine, and twblve of his fellows within a little while after he 
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laid cold to the earth. Also Sir X^auncelot wounded Sir Mordred, and he 
fled with all his might. And then Sir Launcelot returned again unto the 
queen, and said, 

"Madam, now Imow you well that all our true love is brought to an 
end, for now will King Arthur ever be my foe, " 

And then each gave the other a ring, and so there h( left the queen. 
But when Sir Mor<^ed was escaped from the noble knight Sir Launcelot, 
he mounted upon his horse and rode unto King Arthur, sore wounded 
and smitten, and all bleeding. And there he told the king all how it 
was, from the beginning to the ending, 

"Jesu mercy, " said the king; "he is a marvellous knight of prowess. 
But alas, that ever Sir Launcelot should be against me. Now I am sure 
the noble fellowship of the Round Table is broken forever, for with him 
will side many a noble knight: and now it is fallen so that I may not 
with honor let the queen live. " 

So King Arthur, in his rage, gave orders that the queen must be 
judged to death, and he commanded her to tlie fire, there to be burnt. 

Then spoke Sir Gawaine and said: 

"My lord Arthur, I would pourisei you not to be over hasty, but 
that ye would delay this judgment of my lady the queen, for though Sir 
Launcelot were found in the queen’s climber, yet it might be that he 
came thither for none evil, for ye know that the queen is more beholden 
unto Sir Launcelot than imto any other knight, for oft-times he hath saved 
her life, and done battle for her when all the court refused her, " 

"'Viqiy say ye so? " said the King Arthur, "Ye have no cause to love 
Sir Launcelot, for this past night he slew your brother Sir Agravaine, 
a full good knight, and also almost he had slain your other brother Sir 
Mordred. " 

"My lord, " said Sir Gawaine, "of all this I have knowledge, but 
insomuch as I gave them warning, and insomuch as they would not abide 
by my advice, I will not revenge their deaths, " 

But the noble ICing Arthur said to Sir Gawaine, 

"Dear nephew, I pray you make you ready in your best armor, 
with your brethren Sir Gaheris and Sir Gareth, to bring my queen 
to the fire, there to ha’<»^e her judgment and receive the death, " 

"Nay, my most noble lord, " said Sir Gawaine, "that will I never 
do; for know you well I will, never be in that place where so noble a 
queen as is my lady. Queen Guenever. shall take a shameful end. For 
knov7 you well, said Sir Gawaine, "my heart will never serve me to 
see her die. 

Then said the king to Sir Gawaine, 

'I'hen allow your brothers Sir Gaheris and Sir Gareth to be there, " 
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**My lord,,** said Sir Gawaine, *’know you well they will be loath to 
be there present, but they are young and unable to say you nay* ** 

Then spake Sir Gaheris and the good knight Sir Gareth unto Sir Arthur, 

**Sir, ye may well comn^nd us to be there, but know you well it 
shall be sore a^inst our will* But if we be there by your strict command- 
ment, we wBl bear no harness of war upon las* '* 

*'Then make you ready, " said the king, **for she shall have her 
judgment at once© ^ 

**Alas, ** said Sir Gawaine, *’that ever I shouJ.d live to see this 
woeful day. 

And Sii' Gawaine turned and wept heartily, and so he went into his 
chamber. 

Then the queen was led forth, clad only in her smock. And so then 
a priest was brought to her, that she might be shriven of her misdeeds. 
Then was there weeping and wailing and wringing of hands of many lords 
and ladies. But there was one at that place that went unto Sir Launcelot 
and gave him warning. And right so he spurred his horse and came to 
the fire, and whosoever stood agains*t him was slain, and there might 
none withstand Sir Launc<^lot. But in this rashing and hurling as Sir 
Launcelot thrang here and there, he happened to slay Gaheris and Sir 
Gareth, the noble knight, for they were unarmed and unaware; however, 
in very truth, Sir Launcelot saw them not, and so they were found among 
the dead in the thickest of the battle. 

Then when Sir I^auncelot had thus done, he rode straight unto 
dame Guenever, and had a gown to be cast upon her, and made her to 
be set behind hhn, and prayed her to be of good cheer. And so he rode 
his vmy with the queen unto his castle. Joyous Gard, and there he kept 
her as a noble knight should do, and many great lords and some kings 
sen* Sir Aaincelot many good knights, and many noble knights drew 
unto Sir Launcelot. 

When it was told unto King Arthur how the queen was taken away from 
the fire, and when he heard of the death of his noble knights, and especially 
Sir Gaheris and Sir Garetlx, then the king swooned for pure sorrow. 

And when he awoke, he said, 

’’Alas, that ever 7 bare crown upon my head! For now have I lost 
the fairest fellowship of noble knights that ever Clxristian king held 
togetllier. Now within these two days I have lost forty knights, and also 
the noble fellowship of Sir Launcelot and his kin. Alas, that ever this 
war began. Now, fair fellows, ** said the king, ”I charge you that no 
man teU Sir Gawaine of the death of his two brethren, for I am sure, ** 
said the king, **when Sir Gawaine heareth tell that Sir Gareth is dead 
he Willi go nigh out of his inind, Mercy Jesu,” said the king, ’’why 
slew he Sir Gareth !§ir Gaheris? For I ^re say that Sir Gareth loved 
Sir Launcelot above all men earthly, *' 
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"That is truth, " said some knights, "but they were slain in the 
hurtling as Sir Launcelot thrang in &e thick of the battle; and as they 
were unarmed he smote them and knew not whom that he smote, and so 
unluckily they were slain* " 




"The death of them" said Arthur, "will cause the greatest mortal 
war that ever was. And know you weU," said the king, "my heart was 
never so heavy as it is now, and much more am I sorrie** for my good 
knights* loss than for the loss of my fair queen; for queens I might have 
enough, but such a fellowship of good knights shall never be together in 
no company* And alas that ever Sir Launcelot and I should be at debate* 
Ah Agravaiiie, Agravaine, " said the king, "Jesu forgive thy soul; 
the evil will that thou and thy brother Sir Mordred hadst unto Sir Launcelot 
hath caused all this sorrow* * 



And ever among these complaints the king wept and swooned* 

Then there came one unto Sir Gawaine, and told him how the queen 
was led away with Sir Launcelot, and nigh twenly-four knights slain* 

"He would not be a man of worship, had he not rescued the queen, 
and in that, " said Sir Gawaine, "he hath done but knightly, and as I 
would have done myself, if I had stood in like place* But where are 
my brethren?" 

"Tnily, " said that man, "Sir Gareth and Sir Gaheris be slain* " 

" Jesu defend, ” said Sir Gawaine, "for all the world I wcu Id not 
that they were slain, and in especial my good brother Sir Gareth* " 

"Sir, " said the man, "he is slain, and that is great pity, " 

"V/ho slew him?" said Sir Gawaine. 

"Sir, " said the man, "Launcelot slew them both. " 

"That may I not believe, " said Sir Gawaine, "that ever he slew my 
brother Sir Gareth* For I dare say my brother Gareth loved him better 
than me and all his brethren, and the king both, I may. never believe 
that Sir Launcelot slew my brother. " 

"Sir, " said this man, "it is reported that he slew him. " 

"Alas, " said Sir Gawain, "now is my joy gone, " And then he 
fell down and swooned, and long he lay there as if he had been dead* 

And then, when he arose from his swoon, he cried out sorrowfully and 
said, "Alas!" 

And then he ran to the king, crying and weeping. 



"O King Arthur mine uncle, my good brother Sir Gareth is slain, 
and so is my brother Sir Gaheris, who were two noble knights* " 






Then the king wept, and he both. Then said Sir Gawaine, 

* ' ' ^ i- 

"My king, niy lord, and ray uncle, know you well now that I shall 
.make you a promise that from this day I shaH. never fail Sir Launbelot . 
until one of us have slain the other. And therefore I require yOu, 
my lord and king, -to pre|»re for war, for know you well I will be revenged 
upon Sir- L>auncelot* Per I promise unto God, " said Sir Gawaine, "for 
th^ death of my brother Sir Gareth I stoll seek Sir Laun. elot throughout 
seven kings* realms, and I shall slay. him, or else he shall slay me, " 

And so King Arthur assembled a great host, and laid a siege all 
about Joyous Gard, But in ho wise would Sir 'Launcelot ride out, nor " 
go out of his castle; neither would he let any of his good knights to issue 
out, until fifteen weeks were past. 

Then it befell upon a day in harvest time, SirX^auncelot looked over 
the walls and spake on high unto King Arthur and Sir Gawaine: 

”My lords both, know ye well all is in vain that ye do at this siege. 

For if it list me to come out n^elf and my good knights, X should full 
soon make an end of this war. ‘ 

"Pie upon thee, " said the king, "I am ^y mortal foe, and ever will 
be to my death day, " 

"My most noble lord and king, " said Sir JLauncelot, "ye may say 
what ye will, for ye know v/ell that with yourself I not strive.*^' 

*'Fie on thee, false recreant knight, ” said then Sir Gawaine, "What 
cause hadst thou to slay my good brother Sir Gareth, that loved iiiee more 
than all my kin? Alas, thou madest him knight with thine own hands, 

V/hy slew thou him that loved thee so well?" 

"it helpeth me not for to excuse me, " said Sir Launcelot, "but by 
Jesu, and by the faith that I owe to the high order of knighthoc^, I shoihd 
with as good will have slain my nephew Sir Bors of Ganis, Alas, that 
ever I was so unlucky, " said Sir Launcelot, "that I did not see Sir 
Gareth and Sir Gaheris, " . ‘ 

"Thou liest, recreant knight, " said Sir Gawaine^ "thou slowest 
him to spite me: and therefore I shall make war against thee all the while 
that I may live. 

"That me repenteth, " said Sir Launcelot, 

And then Sir Gav/aine made mai^ men to cry out unto Sir Launcelot; 
and all at once they called him false recreant kxdght. Then when Sir 
Bors, Sir Ector, and Sir Lionel heard this outciy, lliey went unto Sir 
Launcelot and said thus; 

"My lord Sir Launcelot^ know you well we have great scorn of the 
great rebukes that we heard Gawaine say to you; wherefore we pray 
yoU| keep m no longer within these walls; tor know you well plairdy, 
we will ride into the field and do battle with them, " 





■. ” ssid Sir “for to ride out of this castle and do 

battle wi& ihem^ I ain. fuTi loath. " 

• • % 

■ Then Sir Laimceloft spake on unto Arthur and Sir Gawaine: 

. \ ■.•.’■ -i..* • *-• . 

. *’My-lords, I beseech you, since that i compelled to rido- into 
the fiel^ that neither you, my lord Khig Aithur, nor you,, Sir Gawaine, 
come into the fieldi " ' 

Then said Sii* Gawaihe, 

. ’*It is my quarrel to figM with thee. Sir Launcelgt, because of the * 
death of ray brother Sir Gareth* ■ ’ - 

‘’ihen must i needs do battle^ " ssdd Sir Launceloc. 

And then either party made them rea<j^ for to do battle* And on 
the morn King Arthtir was ready on the field with three great hosts. 

And then Sir £auncelot*s fellowship came out at three gates. And always 
Sir Launcelot charged ail his knights to save King Arthur and Sir Gawaine. 

Ar«i ever Kitjg Arthur was nigh about Sir L»auncelot to have slain 
him, and Sir Launcelot would not strike back, And.once Sir Bors 
encountered with King Arthur, and with a spear Sir Bors smote him 
down; and so he alit and drew his sword, and said to Sir Launcelot, 

"Shall I make an end of this war?" 

"Not. so bold, " said Sir LamiceXot; "I will never see that most 
noble king, that made me kni^t, either slain or shamed. " 

• . ' • . . , 

And therewithal Sir Launcelot . alit off his horse, and took up the 
king and horsed him again, and said thus, 

"My lord Arthur, for God*s love cease this strife, for ye gain 
here no honor; my lord, remember what I have done an many places, and 
now i am evil rewarded. " 

Then when King Arthur was on horseback, he looked upon Sir 
Launcelotjj and then the tears burst oi!t of his eyes, as he thought of the 
great courtesy that was in Sir Launcelot, more- than was in ax^ other 
man. And therewith the king rode his way, and said, 

"Alas, that ever this war began!" 

And then both parties withdrew to rest, and buried the dead and 
put on the wounded men soft salves. 

Then in the morn the battle joined again^ and there was much slaughter 
on both sides* And Sir L^unc^ot fought harder than he did before, because 
Ids nephew Sir Bore was sore wounded. And by evensong time. Sir 
Launcelot and his party, stood better^ and their horses went in blood 
past tHb fetlocks^ there whs so much people slain« And then for pity 



Sir Laimcelot withheld his knights and suffered King Arthur* s party to 
wiihdt^w* . ' 

And news of v^ar went throiigh all Ghristendom, and at the last ‘ 
it name before the Pope; and he considered the great goodasss of Kong 
Artliur and of Sir Launeelot, wherefore he charged Kir^ Artlnir that he 
take his queen unto hizh again^ . and make peace with Sir l^uncelot« And 
when/Uie king understood ."^s, he knew not what to do; fiddly, he would 
have made peaice with Sir Launceldt, but* Sir Gawaine would not let him; . 
but as for taking back his queen, .thereto .he agreed* , ' ' 

And Sir 3Laiincelot took a hundred knights, and all were clothed 
in green l^lvet, and their horses trapped to their heels;* and every • 
kci^ held a branch of olive in his hand; in tokening of peace* And the 
queen had four and twenty gentlewomen following her; and Sir l^uacelot 
had twelve coursers following him, and on every courser sat a young 
gentleman, and they all were arrayed in green velvet with sashes of gold, 
and the. horses were trapped i?i the same way down to the heels, with many 
ornaments set with Jewels and pearls in gold, to the number of a thousand* 
And the queen and Sir Launcelot were clothed in cloth of gold. 

And therewith Sir launcelot brought the queen to the king, and then 
he kneeled down, and the queen also. But the king sat still, and said 
no word. Then Sir I^auncelot arose, and thus he spake full knightly: 

”My most redoubted king, ye shall understand, by the Fope*s 
commandment and yours, I have brought to you my lady the queen, as 
right requireth. 

’^Well, well. Sir Launcelot, " said the king, ' have given thee no 
cause to do to me as thou hast done, for I have honored thee and thine . 
more than any of all my knights, ’’ 

*‘My good lord, ** said Sir Launcelot, ”so ye be not displeased, 
ye shall understand I and mine have done you oft better service than 
a£QT other knights, have done; and I have myself rescued you from many 
dangers. And ever I was glad to please you, and my lord Sir Gawaine, " 

"The king may do as he will, " said Sir Gawaine, "but know thou 
well, $ir Launcelot, thou and I shall never be accorded while we live, 
for moil hast slain three of my brethren* " 

Then Sir Launcelot sighed, and therewith the tears fell oii his cheeks, 
and then he said thus; 

"Alas, most noble Christian realm, whom I have loved above all 
ether realms, and now I shall depart in this wise. Truly me repenteth 
tliat ever I came in this realm, that should be thus shamefully banished, 
undeserved and causeless. But as to you. Sir Gawaine, if that ye come 
upon my lands# I pray you charge me not witlz treason nor felony, for 
if yd do I must Snswer you. " 

"Do ftiou thy best, '* said Sir Gawaixie. "Therefore hie thee fast 






that thou gonoi und know thou well that we shaE soon come after 
an(| break the ^ong^ castle that: thou upon thy head*’* 

^en said Sir ^^LUncelot ^l^to Guenever, . 

, ‘*Madam, apw 'I mujE^ depart' from you add this noble fellowship forever, 
Ab 4 since it is so« I beseech you to pray for me and say me weU, 

And therewith^ Sir Launcelot kissed the qiieen and brouj^ht her to the 
king. And then he took his leave and departed; and there was neither 
king; didce« mr earl> . baron nor knight/ lady nor gentlewoman, but all 
they wept as people out of their inind^ except Sir Gawaine, And so Sir . 
ItaunceXct took his way unio Joyous |Gard* And then ever after he called 
it the Dolorous G'ard, 

And thus departed Sir Laimcelot from the court forever, and he 
gathered Ms host and they sailed onto Benwick, which some men call 
Bayonne, . . 

And before long King Arthur and Sir Gawaine made a great host 
ready to pass over the sea, and King Arthur naade Sir Mordred chief 
ruler of ^1 England in his absence, and also he put Queen Guenever under 
Sir Mordredh? care^ because Sir Mordred was King Arthur’s son. 

And so King Arthur passed over the sea and landed upon Sir Launcelot’s 
lands, and there he burnt and wasted, throu^ the vengeance of Sir 
Gawaine, 

v/hen this word came to Sir Launcelot, that King Arthur and Sir 
Gawaine were landed upon his lands, and made great destruction and 
waste, he said unto his knights, 

"My fair lords, know that I am full loath to ride out with my knights 
-for the sheddii^ of Christian blood; , and yet my lands are already full 
bare, from the mighty wars that King Claudas made upon this land, upon 
my father King Ban, and on mine uncle King Bors; however, X shall 
send a messenger unto my lord Arthur^ to ask a treaty, for peace is 
always better than war, " 

So Sir Launcelot sent forth a damsel, and a dwarf with her, requiring 
iCing Arthur to leave his warring upon his lands, and so she started upon 
a pSfrey, and ihe dwarf ran by her side. And when she came to the 
pavUion of King Arthur, there met her a gentle knight Sir Lucan/, and 
he said, 

**Fair damsel, come ye from Sir Launcelot of the Lake?** 

"Yea, sir, " she said, "l come hither to speak with my lord the 
king. " 

*^Alas, '* said Sir Lucan, "my lord Arthur would love Launcelot, but 
Sir Gawaine will not let him, ** 

r ‘ 1 •* 

And so witli this, Lucan led the damsel unto the king; where he sat 
with Sir Gawaine to hear what she would say. So v/hen she had told her 





tale, thie^;^^ter i^h out were full 

glsid ^ aih^s^be kmj|:to i^uncelot> ^cept Sir 

CSiwame, r- *> •? f'.-z-i.- -^-. r^n;-.- - -" 



_■ S> • ^ , 

. «n 






'*My4^rd^ whai ; W0- j^- now pu*si Mck/ • 

now ye -are cdUie-^u^ upou^^ti^ jpui^^y ^ All we world will 

-yoUi*. •■■--''• •■■’' v'^ •' ; .'v - . . i. - - : ' ' 



”Nay, ■*. said Aaiilur/ v’-^ Sir ^wa&ie, that I will do as ye 
will ad^^se lUe; and yet it seeMS' it werO'ubt good' to refuse Sir Launcelot*s 
lair offeirs; Btit sMcO /I am colnd a© far iipoh iMs Jouraey, . i wotdd that ^ ^ 

ye give the damsel Her. atsswer^ for I may not spe^ to her. for sorrow* 
^eh Sir Gamine ©aid to the damSel thus:' 



*^X)amsel» say ye to Sir I^uncelot that this is waste labor; now 
it is too lateV And say that Sir <Gawaihei so send him word that I 
pron^e him^ by the faith I owe iinio God and to knighthood^ -that I 
shall never leave him tiH he have slain ine, or I him* 



So the damsel wept and departed, and so she came to Sir Launcelot, 
where he was among ali his knightsj^ asd when Sir LaunOelot had heard 
this answer, then the tears r&n down his cheeto. Then his noble knights 
strode about him, and-s^d, ^ 



“Sir Laimcelot, be of good cheer; thmk what ye are, and what men 
we are,, end let us match them in the field, “ 

But Sir Launeelot said. 



“I was never so loath to do battle as now, and I will always flee that 
noble king made me ki^ght. ” 

And in the as Sir Launcelot's knights looked out, they saw 

the city of Benwick besieged round about. And the siege endured half 
a year, ■ ■ - ' ' - 



Then it befell upon a day that Sir Gawaine came forth^ well armed 
upon a bold steeds and he came before the chief gate with his spear 
hi his hand; crying, 

^Whefe art thou howi thOtt false traitor^ Sir lUuncelot? Whyhidest 
thou thyself within holes and wails like a coward? 

All this heard Sir Launeelot, ' and his knights said to him at once. 



^*Sir lauriceldt, now must yO defend you like a kni^> or else be 
slimmed forever. Xt is time for you to stir, for ye have slept over-long 
and allowed over-much, ”, 



' ”i to right sad of Sir Words, ” said Sir Launce^loti for 

nc^ he has chati<fed me With a |reat charge* And therefore X must diefend 
me^‘ or'be'recr^nl,'*^ ‘ ^ --- ■ . 




l*hen Sir Laimcelot bade $iaddle his strongest horse and bring Ms 
arms, Ihen Sir Launcelpt armed hlmseK quickly and mounted upon his 
horse,' both knights took gre^t spears in their hsmds« Then Sir 
GaWanie and Sir l^uncel<k departed a great wy apart, and theiithey. 

Caine together all their horses* mighV and eiiiier smote the other 
in the }nidst of the shield so strostgly that both horses fell to the earth* 
TOen they leaped off the^ horses and put their shields before tkein. 

Then th^ stood together and gave-maiy grievous strokes, so that the 
blood burst out in many places on their bodies* 'Ihen Sir Launcelot 
doubly his strokes and gave Sir Gawame such a buffet on the helmet 
that he fell down on his side, and Sir Iiauncelot withdrew from him. 

. withdrawejst thou?*' said Sir Oawaine. ”Nowtu2^ag^^n» ^^^se 
traitor Imi^t, and slay me; for if thou leave me thus, when I am well 
I will do battle with thee again* *' 

’*Kiiow thou well. Sir Gawaine, ** said Sir X^auncelot, will never - 
smite a felled knight* And so Sir Launcelot went into the city. And 
Sir Gawaine was borne into King Arthur* s pavilion, and Ms wounds' 
were treated. 

Then there came tidings unto Arthur from England, that made King 
Ar thur and all^s host to return. For while Sir Mordred was ruler 
of all England, he had letters made, as though they came from beyond 
the sea, that said that KMg Arthur was slain in battle with Sir Launcelot, 
Wherefore Sir Mordred called the lords together, and made them to choose 
him king, and so was he crowned at Canterbury* Then, he took the queen 
Guenever, and said plainly that he would wed her, though she was his 
uncle*s wife, and his father’s wife* And so he made ready for the feast, 
and a day was fixed that they should be wedded; wherefore Queen 
Guenever was right sorrowful* But she dared not reveal her feelings, 
but spoke fair, and agreed to Sir Mordred*s will. 

Then she begged of Sir Mordred to go to I»ondoti, to buy all manner 
of things needful for the wedding* And because of her fair speech Sir 
Mordred trusted her well enough, and gave her leave to go* And so 
when she came to London, she entered the tower of London, and furnished 
it with all manner of food and weU armed men, and so kepi it* Then • 
when Sir Mordred understood how he was tricked, he was exceeding 
wroth* And he went and laid a mighty siege about the tower of London, 
and made many |veat assaults thereat, and shot great guns* But all 
to no avail, for Queen Guenever would never, for fair speech nor for 
foul, trust to come into his hands again. 

llien Sir Mordred sought Queen Guenever by letters, and by fair 
means and foul means, to come out of the tower of London, but she 
answered him shortly that she had rather slay herself than to be naarried 
with him. 

Then came word to Sir Mordred that King Arthur had raised the siege 
fi^om Sir Launcelot, and he was coming homeward with a great host, 
to be avenged upon Sir Mordred* Wherefore Sir Mordred sent messages 
to all the barOns of the land, and many people drew to him. For then 
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it was i^e .common opinion among them, that with Arthur was nothing 
but wajrand strife^ and witli Sir Mordred was great joy and bliss* Thus 
was :?»uch evil said of King Arthur, and mai:^ there were that he had 
r^sed up from nought and had given them lands, that would not say of 
■ ; him a good word. . - . . - ' . 

And so Sir Mordred drew with a great host to Dover, for there he 
heard say that King Arthur would arrive, and so he thought to beat his 
. own father from hik lands* And most part Of. all England held with 
Sir Mordred. Then came King Arthur with- a great navy of ships, 
and there was Sir Mordred ready and waitirig to stop his own father 
from landing upon the land that he was - king over* Then there was launching 
of great boats and. small, and full of noble men of arms, and there was 
. much slaughter of gentle knights. But King Arthur was so courageous, 
that there might no manner of knights stop him from landing, and his 
knights fiercely followed him. And so they landed, in spite of Sir Mordred 
and all his power, and put Sir Mordred back, so that he fled and all his 
people. So when this battle was done, Khig Arthur buried his people 
that were daaid, and then v/as the noble knight Sir Gawaiae found in a 
great boat lying more than half dead. V/hen King Arthur knew that Sir 
Gawaine was laid so low, he went umo him^ and there the king made 
- ^ sorrow out of measure, and took Sir Gawaine in his arms, and said, 

*’Alas, Sir Gawaine, my sister^s son, here now thou liest, the man 
in the world that I loved most, and now is my joy gone: in Sir Launcelot 
and you I most had my joy, and .now have I lost you both, ” 

‘’Mine uncle King Arthur, " said Sir Gawaine, ’’Know that my death 
day is come, and all is through mine own hastiness and willfulness; for 
I am smitten upon the old woxmd which Sir Launcelot gave me, and I 
feel well I muist die. Had Sir Launcelot been with you as he was, this 
unhappy war had never begun, and- of all this am I the cause; for Sir 
Launcelot and his kin, through their prowess, , held off all your enemies. 

But alas, I would not make peace with him, and therefore I pray you, 
fair uncle, that 2 may have paper, pen, and ink, that I may write to 
Sir Launcelot with mine own hands. ” 

And when the paper and ink was brought, then he wrote thus: 

• Unto Sir Launcelot, flower of all noble knights 
that ever I heard <rf, or saw, in my days: I, Sir 
Gawaine,' King Lot’s son of Orkney, sister’s son 
unto the noble King Arthur, send &ee greetings, 
and let thee have knowledge that the tenth day 
of May I am come to my death-day. Sir JLatmcelot, 
for all the love that ever was betwixt us, make 
no delay, but com<^ ever the’ sea in all haste, 
that thou mayest with thy noble knigld;s rescue 
that noble king that made thee kni^t, that is 
my lord Arthur, for he Is beset with a false 
traitor, that is my half brother Sir Mordred, 
and he hath bad -hifA^elf crowned kihg> and would 
have Wedded my l&dy Queeii Guenever, had she not 
put herself in the tower of London. 



And then Sir Gawaine prayed the kii^ to send for Sir Launcelot, 
and to cherish him above all other knights. And so at the hour of noon, 

Sir Gawaine yielded up the spirits 

. Then-ihuoh pec^le drew unto King Arthur*^ and they said that Sir 
Mordred warred upon i^g Arthur with wrongj but .they that loved Sir 
Lauacelot drew unto Sir Mordred, And then King Arthur drew him with 
his host down by the sea side, and there was a day agreed upon between 
King Arthur and Sir Mordred when they should meet, .whereof King 
•Arthur was ri^t glad, that he mi^t be avcngad.upon Sir Mordred. 

So upon Trimly Simday at night King Arthur dreamed a wpiiderful 
dream; &at- there came Sir Gawaine unto him. And when King Arthur. 

. saw him, then he said, . , ' 

’’Welcome, my sister*s sot^ I thought thou hadst been dead, and now 
I see thee alive. " 

"Sir, ’* said Sir Gawaine, "I come hither unto you to warn you oJ! 
your death; for if ye fight tomorrow with Sir Mordred, as ye both have 
agreed, doubt ye not ye must be slain, and the most part of your peo^ie 
on both sides. Therefore in no wise do battle tomorrow, but make a 
treaty for a months For within a month sliall come Sir Launcelot, with 
aH his noble kni^s, and rescue you honorably, and slay Sir Mordred 
and all that hold with him, ’’ 

Then Sir Gawaine vanished. And at once the king caUed his knights 
unto him, and when they were come, the king told them his vision, that 
Sir Gawaine had warr;-2d him that if he fought on the morn he should 
be slain. Then the king commanded Sir Lucan, and his brother Sir Bedivere, 
and two bishops,', to make a. treaty for a month with Sir Mordred; -- 

"And offer him lands and goods, as much as ye think best. " 

So they departed, and came to Sir Mordred, inhere he had a grim 
host of a hundred thousand men. And there they sj^ke with Sir Mordred 
a long time, and at the last Sir Mordred agreed to have Cornwall and 
Kent, in King Arthur*s days, and all England after the days of King Arthur. 
Then were th^ agreed 'Uiat King Arthur and Sir Mordred should meet 
betwixt both their hosts, and each of them shouid bring fourteen persons. 

And thpy came with this word unto King Arthur. Then said he, 

" ”l am glad that this is done. *' 

But he warned all his host, 

"if ye see any sword drawn, come on fierc^y, and slay that traitor 
Sir Mordred, for trust him not. " 

And likewise Sir Mordred warned his host: 

"if' ye see axy sword da^awn, come on fiercely, and slay all that 
standeth before you; I wHl not^rust in this treaty, for I know well my 
father will be avenged upon me. 



And 80 they met as their appointment was, and they were agreed 
thcuroughlyr and ^ine wa.8J^<5hed, and they drank. Right sq came an 
adder out df a. little heath: hush^ and it stung a knight on the foot* And 
when the knight felt this, he looked down and saw the adder, and then 
. he drew his sword to slay the adder# and thought of no other harm* 

And when the host of both sides saw that sword dmwr^ ^then they blew ■ 

' tnmm^ts, and horns# and shouted ^imly* And so both hosts rushed to- 
gether. And King Arthur took his horse, and said, 

*'Alas# this unhappy day. ** ' 

And never' was there seen a more grievous battle in any Christian 
land, For there was but rushing and riding, thrusting and striking, 
and many a grim word was there spoken, one to another^ and many a 
deadly stroke. But ever King Arthur rode throughout the battle, and did 
full nobly as a noble king should. And Sir Mordred tliat day put himself 
in great peril. And thus they fought all the long day, tiH It was near 
night, and by that time was ttiere a hundred thousand laid dead upon tiie 
ground. Then was Arthur , wroth out of measure, when he saw his people 
so slain." Then the king looked about him, and then was he aware that 
of all his good knights, there were no more left alive but two kmghts, 
that was Sir Lucan, and his brother Sir Bedivere; and they were full 
sore, wounded. 

"Alas, " said the kind, "that ever I should see this sorrowful day. 

But would to God I .‘-new where that traitor Sir Mordred were, that hath 
caused all -this mischief. " 

Then was King Arthur aware of where Sir Mordred leaned upon his 
sword among a great heap of dead men. 

"Now give me my spear, " said Arthur unto Sir Lucan, "for yonder 
I have espied the traitor that hath wrought aH this woe. 

"Sir, let him be, " said Sir Lucan; "remember your dream, and 
what the spirit of Sir Gawaine told you; God in his great goodness hath 
preserved you till now, and if ye leave off now, this wicked, day of destiny 
is past. " 

"Now i See him yonder alone, said the king, "he shall never escape 
"mine hands, for at a better advantage shall I never have him, 

T&en the king siezed his spear in both his hands, and ran toward 
Sir Mordred, crying, 

"Traitor, now is thy death day come!" 

And when Sir Mordred heard King Arthur, he ran toward him with 
his sword drawn. And then King Arthur smote Sir Mordred unaer the 
shield right through the bod^^, more than a fathom* And when Sir Mordred 
felt that he had his death woimd, he thrust himself with the noight that 
he had up to the grip of King Arthur* s spear, imd he smote his father 
* Arthur .with his sword held in both his l^nds, on the side of the head# 
that the sword pierced the helmet and the brain pan, and therewithal 
Sir Mordred fell stark dead to the earth* And the noble Arthur fell in a 
swoon to the earth. And Sir Lucan and Sir Bsdivere heaved him up^ and 
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weakly they led him betwi^ them both to a little chapel not far from the 

sea side> T?hea idiJg Arthur said, 

* 

*’Ah, Sir i^tuncelot^ this day have I sore missed thee* Alas, that 
ever I.-was against t^ee, for now have t my death, whereof Sir Gawaine 
warned me in iny dream, 

Then Sir luticaa fell in a swocij, from lifting the kinf , and therewith 
the noble knight js heart burst. Then Sir Bedivere wept tor the death 
of his brother, ' - / 

**X.eave this mourning and weeping, " said the king, **for it is of no 
avail; if I iiUg^ live myself, the death of Sir I»ucan would grieve me 
evermore; but my time fast runnetli out,' Therefore, take thou Sxcalibux; 
my good sword, and go with, it to yonder v^ter side^ and -when thou eomest 
there, X charge thee throw my sword in that water, and come and tell 
me what thou there seest, ’* 



'g - - 



”My lord, ** said Bedivere, *’your commaiadment shall be done, 
and I will quickly bring you word again, " 

So Sir Bedivere departed, and on the way he beheld that noble sword, 
that the hilt was all of precious stones; and then he said to himself, 

”if i throw this rich sword in the water, thereof shall never come 
any good, but only harm and loss, *’ 

And then Sir Bedivere hid Excalibur under a tree. And as soon 
as he might, he came unto the king, and said he had been at the water 
and had thrown the sword into the water, 

”What sawest thou there?” said the king, 

”Sir, ” he said, ”l saw nothing but waves and wii^s, '* 

“That is untnily said, ” hing; "therefore go thou quickly 

again, and do my command, " 

Then Sir Bedivere returned again^ and took the sword in his hand; 
and then he thought it sin and shame to throw away that noble sword; 
and so again he hid the sword, and returned and told the king that , 
he had been at the v/ater and done his commandment, 

"What saw thou there?" said the king, 

"Sir, " he said, "I saw nothing but the waters and the waves, " 

"Ah traitor untrue, " said King Arthur, "now hast thou betrayed 
me twice. Who would have thought that thou, that hast been so dear to 
me and art a noble knight, would betray me for the riches of the sword. 
But now go again quicldy, for thy long delaying putteth me in great peril 
of my life, for £ have tedeen cold. And unless thou do now as I bid thee, 

I shall aiay thee wit>i mine own hands, " 










Then Sir Bedivere departed^ and went to the sword,' and quickly 
he took it up and went to water side, and there he threw it as far 
into the water as he mij^t; and there came an arm and a hand above the 
water,' and met it, and caiil^ it, and shook it thrice, and then vanished 
away in the water. So Sir Bedivere csucne to the king and told him what 
he saw. 

**Alas, “ said the king, "help me hence, for I fear T have tarried 
too long." 

Then Sir Bedivere took the king upon his back, and so went w1.th him 
to that water side.. And when they were there, up to the bank came a 
little barge, with mai^ fair ladies in it, and among them was a queen, 
and they all had black hoods, and they all wept and shriekca when they 
saw King Arthur. 

"Now put me into the barge, " said the king. 

And so he did, sofay. And thes^e received him three queens with 
great mourning, and so they set him down, and in one of their laps 
King Arthur laid his head, and then that queen said, 

"Ah, dear brother, why have ye stayed so long from me? Alas, 
this wound on your head ha& caugm cold. 

And so then they rowed from the land; and Sir Bedivere beheld 
all those ladies go from him. Then Sir Bedivere cried, 

"Ah, my lord Arthur, what shall become of me now ye go from me, 
and leave me here alone among mine enemies? 

"Comfort thyself, " said the Iting, "and do as well as thou mayest, 
for in me is no trust to trust in. I go tmto the vale of Avilioi^ to heal 
me Of my grievous wouikJ. And if thou hear never more of me, pray 
for my soul. " 

And ever the queens and the ladies wept and shrieked, so that it 
was a pity to hear. And as soon as Sir Bedivere had lost sight of the 
barge, he wept and wailed, and so took to the forest and went all that 
night, and in the morning he came to a chapel and a hermitage, and thither 
he went. And when he came into the chapel, he saw a hermit kneeling, 
and near by was a tomb, newly engraved. 

"Sir, " said Sir .Bedivere, "what man is buried there, that ye pray 
30 hard for?" 

"B'air son, " said the hermit, "I know not, in truth; but this night, 
at midnight, here came a number of ladies, and brought hither a dead 
corpse, and prayed me to bury him. 

"Alas, " said Sir Bedivere, "it is my lord King Arthur that here 
lieth buried in this chapel!" 





Then Sir Bedivere prayed the hermit that he might abide with him. 



**Por from here will I never go. but will stay here all the days of 
my life to pray for my lord Arthur.^’ 

And when Queen Guenever understood that King Arthur was slain, 
she stole away, and fi^ ladies with her, and so she went to Almcsbury, 
and there she made herself a nun* And likewise Sir Launcel<^, when 
he heard the sad tidi^, went unto a hermitage and there spent the rest 

of his days* 

»• 

Thus there is no more known of the .death of Arthur, but that he was 
led aw^ in a sh^ wherein were three queens, that were King Arthur's 
sister ween Morgan le Fay, the queen of North Wales, and the queen 
of the Waste Lands; also there was Nimue, the La(fy of the Lake, that 
had done much for King Arthur. Also there was a corpse buried hy a 
hermit, but the hermit knew not for certain that it was truly the body 
of King Arthur* 

Yet some men say in mary parts of England that King Arthur is 
dead, but that he shall come again, for many men say that there is written 
upon his tomb this verse: 

HERE LIETH ARTHtJR; 

KING THAT WAS AND KING THAT -SHALL BE. 

Then Sir 'Constantine, that was Sir Cador's son of Cornwall, was 
chosen king of England; and he was a full noble knight, and honorably 
he ruled the recC^ 

Thus endeth this noble and Joyous book of King Arthur, and of his 
noble knights of the Round Table, that when they were whole together 
there was ever a hundred and forty* And here is the end of tlie death 
of Arthur. This book trealeth of the birth, life, and acts of the said 
King Arthur, of his noble knights of the Round Table, their marvellous 
quests and adventures, the achieving of the Holy Grail, and in the end 
the dolorous death and departing out of this world of them all. 



To the Student 



On the pages that follow are two versions of Chapters 24, 25, and 26 
of Book Vm from Le Morte D*Arthur hy Sir Thomas Maloryo 

The first uses the original spellings and punctuation of the first 
edition, published by the great English printer William Carton in 1485c 
You will notice many differences in comparison with present day Eng- 
lish, including some dii^erent forms for certain letters. 

The second version of the same chapters keeps the original language, 
but the spelling, punctuation, and type -face have been moderniz<^i 
You can use this version to help you decipher the first one. 

The passage tells first an important incident in one of the most 
famous love stories of all time, that of Sir Tristram, the greatest of 
all King Arthur's lights excej^ Sir Lsauncelot, and La Beale Is^d 
(or La Belle Isolde — tlmt is, the Beautiful Is-:>]^e, pronounced i 
sold'). This incident, ihe fateful drinking of a ma^c love-potion, 
is followed by a typic^ adventure of the kind that l^ng Artlmr's 
Knights always seemed to encounter. 
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vpoh a dayc kyi^ An^yOhe- aiked fyr Trif- 
ffiat why aflgcdsfloti Ills Jioae /. Foe tiiiat ibnetier he 
had hyas / he fhold hioe hk withoate ttyie 

r« iTiyfem how fa hit t]^e thfa fa aUe tfutt I 
w)^Ie defj^ mt ye wylle gyae toe la beale Ifood youre do- 
ugHtw not fCMT xny fclf feut for tojm vnfel kynge Harkc thzt 
flialle haue her to wyf / for Tea haue I promyfed hym f Allat 
faid the Iqtoge I had leuer thian allc the land that I haue / s 
ye Wold wedde her youre fd? / Syte and I dyd t&an I were 
Earned for cuer in thfa world / ana fals dt toy promyfe / 
Therfore faid fiie Tiyftraia I praye you hold your protoyfe 
that ye promyfed me / for thfa fa mv de^ that ye wyUe gyue 
me la Beale Ifoud to goo adth me in to Comew^e for to ic 
be wedded to kynge Marke m)m vnkel / As for that fayd 
kyi^e Anguyllhe ye ihalle haue her with you to doo with her 
what it plcafe you / that is for to faye ySf that ye lyft to wedde 
hw ydur fdf that fa me leuelt / And yf ye wHle gyue her vnto 
l^ige Marke youre vnkel that fa in youre choyfe / *5 

mi Soo to make fhort conduHon la beale Ifoud was made re- 
dy to ^yo with fyie Tryfcram and dame Bragwayne wente 
with her for her chycf gen^lwoman with many other / thenne 
the quene Ifouds moder gaf to her and dame Bragwayne her 
doughtem gentilwoman and vnto Gouemaile a drynke and » 
charged them that what day kynge Marke Ihold wedde tiiat 
fame dayc they ihold gyue hym that diynkc / foo that kynge 
Marke ihold drynke to la beale Ifoud / and thenne faid the 
Qiiene I vndertake eythcr ihalle loue other the dayes of their 
lyf / Soo this drynke was yeuen vnto dame Bragwayne and 
vnfo Gouemaile / And thenne anone fyre Tryibram todee the 
fee / and la Beale Ifoud / and whan ^ey were in thdre ca- 
bsm hit happed foo that thqr were thurlly / and they fawe a ly- 
tyi flacked of gold ftande by them / and hit femed by the co- 
I6me and the tafte {hat it w?5 noble wyn / ^ 

Thenne fare Tiyflram toke the flacket in hit hand / and fa- 
yd Madams Ifoud here fa the bell diyhke that euer ye drank 
that dame Bragwayne' yotire mayden and Gouemayle my 
feriiaunt haue kepte for them felif / Thchhe they lough and ma- 
de gdod‘ chore dhd ^Hflier dranke to other kdy / M they tho- 35 
u^te ncucr drynke that cuer they dranke to other was foo 
fa^te nor foo good / But by that iheyt drynke was in their 



bqdyet / they l<)! 3 ed e^^ther o&er fo wd that neudr th^ looe' d^ 
parted Ibr' wde ntfjdher fmr / And thus It ^ lode 

^rtfte betidze lire' Triftram 2a l>dde Ifoud / the adudie 
looe scaer dqnuted’ die daydi of thck lyt j too thedne they 
s4ed ^ f<Mtdne th^ a ca^ that hyglit Plnere 

And tiiere^ by artyaed. t<x to repofe 'theni' wenysg 'to rtiem to ha- 
ue hadde ^ood hdborem^ f fmt anon as fir Ttyftram was tridi- 
Is die caitd / th^ were taken piyfoners/ for the edfhmime die 
caitd was fuche who diat tode by that eaitel and broi^;ht ony 
10 lady he muft nedes f 3 >|^te widi the lend diat byghte Breanor 
And yf 2t were Too that Brenaor wahne die feld / thenne ih> 
old the knyg^t draunger and his lady be putte to dethe what 
diat Coer thqr were / and yf bit were fo that the Amxnge kny- 
S^te> wanne the fdd of fir Breunor / thenne ihold he dye and 
>5 his lat^ bodie / dus cuftmne was vfed many wynters / for hit 
was called the ciitel pluere that is to faye the wcf^mge caftel 



_ C Capittilttin irv 

|T I Hus as fire Tiydram and la besle Ifoud were !h pry* 
^^]^.f<Ms / hit happed a kn}^t and a lady came vnto them / 
where th^ wee to chere them / I haue menieille faid Trifinm 
so TDto the kny 3 t and the lady what is die caufe die lord of this 
Cadd holdeth vs in piyfim / hit was neuer the cudome Of no 
place of wcrlhip diat euer I came in / whan a knyghte and a 
la^ aficed heiborugh / and tiny to receyue hem / & after to def- 
troye them that ben his gedes / Syr faid die kny^t this is ^ 
s5 old cudome of diis cadel that whan a Imyght cometh here / he 
mud nedes fyj^te with our lord / and he that is urtylcer mude 
lefe his hede / And whan that is done yf his lady tfiat he bfyn- 
geth / be fouler than our lordes wyf / die mud lefe her heede / And 
ihdyfbe fayrer preued than is cure lady / thenne dial die la- 
js dy this cadd left her heede j Soo god> me hdp faid fire Trif* 
tram this is a "fowle cudome and a fbameful / But one anail- 
tage haue I find fir Tiydram hatie a itdy is layte yhouj 



iayrer iawe I neuer in alle my lyfe dayes / Asid I doubte 
not fer lack of heaute ihe diaUe not lefe her heed / and rsdier 
than 1 diold .lefe my heede I wille fyi^te for hiton a %se 
felde /'i Wh^ore Syie ksiyfjiA I pray 

you telle your lord that I wUle be redy as to nionie wi& ioy 




lady and my fdfe to dco yf Wt be To I tMy^ haue my $ 
hon aid layae armour / §yre fiid Uiit bnyig^t I vndet^e 
that you?® dtSyit ih^o be, fp^de ly^t / 

And ^berine lie %d take youre reft and IdkO that ye be vp by 
and make you w&y and your lady / for ye ftall wan- 
tit no &ynge taat you bchoueth / and i&er with he departed and lo 
on Ihe mome by ^rmet that fame Idqfgfate came to fire Tiyf- 
tram wd fetdied hym oute and his hidy & brou3te hym hors 
and armour tiiat was his owne / and badde hym malce hym 
redy to the feld / for alle the eftates and comyns of that lord- 
fiup were there redy to bdiold that bataille and lugement / rs 
Q Thenne came fyre Breunor the lord of that Caftd wyth 
hit Tn his hand muffeld/and aflted fyre Tryftram wh^ 
re waa his lady / for and thy lady be fayrer than myn wy^ 
diy fweid. finyte of my ladyes hede / and ^ my lady be fayrer 
Aan myn / with my fwerd I mufte ftryke of her heed / And ao 
yf i maye wynne the/yet flialle thy lady be myne/and thou 
ihalt lefe thy hede / ® Syre fidd Tfyftram this is 

a foiHe cuftome and horryble / and rather Uian my lady ihold 
kfe her heed / yet had I leuer lefe my hede / 

^ Nay nay faid fire Breunor the ladyes lhalle be fyrft Ibe- *5 
wed io gyder / and the one ihaile haue her lugement / Nay I 
willle not foo fiud fire Triftrsan / For here is none that wfile 
£yue lyi^teisous Iu|[ement / But I doubte not (aid fir Tail® 
tram my lady Is iayrer t ha n thyne / And that wille I preue 
and make good with my hand / And who fomeuer he be that 30 
wlUe (aye the oontraiy I wille preue hit on his hede 
And there widi fire Triftram ihewed la beale Ifoud / and 
tomed her thiyes aboute uddi his naked fwerd in his hand 
And iHianire Breunor iawe diat he the lame wy* 
fe tome his lady j But idianne lyie Breunor beh e l d la 
Ifbud / hym dioufi^te he lawe neuer a fayrer lady / and then- 
ne he dradde his lady^ hede jhold be of / and foo al the ^!e 
were there prefent gaf lugement thaft la beale Ifoud was 
the &yrer lady and the better made / how now find fir TriftrS 
me femeA it were pyte that my lady Ihold lofe hint heed / but 
by.ciufe.^ou and fiie of long fyme haue vfed diis wycked cuf- 
5 tome / **id by 3rou bothe haue mamy good kh^htes and la- 
dyes ben. dj^hoyed ,/ for tibat caufe it w^ no loife to deftroye 
you bo^, / ^ ^ ^ fi>^ Br^^ /or to fiiye the 

hdy^ U &yrer myn / and ^ me fore rqiehteth 
Apl I here ^e peple pryhely faye / for alle wymmen I 




lo (awe none Too ftyre / and iberlor and thou wilt flee my lady 
I ddtite a^ fiaiie laify / ^ Tfioii 

' flialt wymki -her' tazd Htytihsa it d^ aa euor Icny^ wan 
lady / And hy canfe of tiiyh o;^e It^|inn^t aa ihon woldeft 
hine done to my lady yf tliat flie had ben fouler / and canfo 
<5 of tim gyue me ^ lady fold Tiyflim / 9t there 

wld| alie fir Tri^am ynto . hym a^ to^ hit lady from 

/ imd witii an aulee iinflee he fmcte of her hede dene / wel 
knyi^t faid fir BreoikNr now haft ftum done me a dcfpytc / 

Q Stipitttibm irp>i 

m dw tidce iSbyti hon fyihen I am lady lea I w21 wyn 
foy h>^y ^ I / ^benae th^ took their horfet / fo 
came to gyders as hit had flie tiwnder / and fire Ti^ftram 
fmote fir Breunor dene from hit hors / and ly 3 tdy he iofe vp 
And its fir Tiyftram^ came agc^ hym / he threft hit hors 
dioroa oiite bodk die fimieni that his hdrt hurled here and the- 
*S ft. / and felle dede fo tim tpoitnd / And eu# fir Breunor ranne 
after to hane flayne fire Triftram / but fire Tiiftram was ly- 
ght and nymd voyded his hors Iq^htely / And or euer 
fir Ttyftram myg^t ditfle his fbeld and his fwerd / die other 
gaf thre or foure fadde fttOkea Q Thenne diqr 

30 rtflhed to gyddt like tm> bom tiaqmg and trauereyng my^- 
ihd wyfi^ as two noble knyghtM / For this fire Breu- 
nor was a proued knyghte and badde ben or than the dethe of 
many good lmyi^|lp /dmt it was pyte that he had fo long en- 
dured / Thus di^fWst huriyngJiere & there nyj two houres& 
eyder were wounded fme / dienne at the lift fir Breunor nUT- 
bed vpcn fir Ttyftram and tooke l^m in his mimes / for he tr* 
ufted mocbe to his ftrengdie / Thmine was fir Tiyftram called 
die ftitng^ and the h^ft l^y(^t of the worid / For he was 
caUtd' b^lgv than fir Mcelct / but fir Launcdbt was better 5 
bret^ 7 Spo aiipne fire Tryftrsm thnift fyr Breunor doune 
grou^ynge / and ftienne he vnlaced lus fadme / and ftralm of 
hU hc/it i And ^enne al that longed to the caftel cam to 
hym and dyd hym hoinage and feaute piay^ge hym / that he 
wbid abyde there finite a litei whyle to fotdo that foule aiftom >0 
Byr' Trj^b^ to / Ae mduie %hyle o of the 

Idf^hfot of ^e i^to fire Galsih^ the fiaUi piyhoe 

wb^e up fir' Brdijn^ Me / wlfiplie was a noble Imyyt 
^ ip^ ^hym ,iiMt myMraMe ^ ha&e and hit mo- 
dier 



CHAPTER XXIV 

H6w Sir Tristram Bemanded La Beale leoud for King Mark, 
And How Sir Tristram and Isoud Drank the Love Drink 



Then upon a day King An^ish asked Sir Tristram why he asked 
not his boon, for whatsomever he had promised him he should have 
it without fail. Sir, said Sir Tristram, now is it time; this is all 
that i will desire, that ye win give me La Beale Isoud, your daugh- 
ter, not for mys«;lf, but for mine uncle. King Mark, that shall have 
her to wife, for so have I promised him. Alas, said the king, I had 
liefer than all the land that I have ye would wed her yourself. Sir, 
an I diS then I were shamed for ever in this world, and false of my 
promise^ Therefore, said Sir Tristram, I pray you hold your pro- 
mise that ye proxnis^ me; for this is my desire, that ye will give 
me La Beale Isoud to go with me into Cornwall for to be wedded to 
King Mark, mine tmcle. As for that, said King Anguish, ye shall 
have her t/ith you to do with her what it please you; that is for to 
say if that ye fist to wed her yourself, that is me liefest, and if ye 
will give her unto King Mark, your unde, ^ihat is in your choice. 

to maike short condusion. La Beale Isoud was made ready to go ^ 
with Sir Tristram, and Dame Bragwaine went with her for her chief 
gentlewoman, with many other. Then the queen, Isoud* s mother, 
gave to her and Dame Bragwaine, her daughter*s gentlewoman, and 
unto Gouvemail, a drink, and charged them t^t what day King Mark 
should wed, that same day they should give him that drixik, so that 
King Mark should drink to La Beal Isoud, and then, said the queen, ^ 

I luidertake either shall love other the days of their life. So this drink 
was given unto Dame Bragwaine, and unto Gouvemail. And then 
anon Sir Tristram took the sea, and La Beale Isoud; and when they 
were in their cabin, it happed so that they were thirsty, and they 
saw a little flacket of gold stand by them, and it seemed by the 
colour and the taste that it was noble wine. Then Sir Tristram took 
the flacket in his hand, and said. Madam Isoud, here is the best 
drink that ever ye drank, that Dame Bragwaine, your maiden, and 
Gouvemail, my servant, have kept for themself. Then they laughed 
and made good cheer, and either drank to other freely, and they 
thought never drink that ever they drank to other was so sweet nor so 
good, silt by that their drink was in their bodies, they loved either 
other so well that never their love departed for weal neither for woe. 
And thus it happed the love first betwiart Sir Tristram and La Beale 
Isoud/, the which love never departed the days of their life. So then 
they sailed till by fortune they came nigh a castle that bight Pluere, 
and thereby arrxM^ed for to repose them, weening to them to have 
had g(k>d> harbourage. But anon as Sir Tristram was within the 
castle was such, who that rode by that castle and brought any lady, 
he must needs fight with the lord, that hi^t Breunor. And if it 
were so that Breunor won the field, then should the knight stranger 




an^Ms lf4 be .put to deat|i, what that eyjsj? thoy werej and if it were 
80 that the strange Imight won the field, pf Sir Breunor, then should 
he^^e axS his lady hoth. This custom was tised many winters, for 
it was'calied the CasUe irtuere, that is to say the Weeping Cairtle. 



CHAPTER XXV 

How Sir Tristram aad Isoud Were in Prison, and How He 
Fought For Her Beauty, and Smote Off Another Lady's 
Head 



Thus as Sir Tristram and La Beale Isoud ware in prison, it happed 
a kni^t and a lady came unto them where they were, to cheer them. 

I have marvel, said Tristram unto the knight and the lady, what is 
the cause the lord of this castle holdeth us in prison: it was never 
the custom of no place of worship that ever I came in, when a knight 
and a lacfy asked harbour, and they to receive them, and after to 
destroy them that be his guests. Sir, said the knight, this is the old 
custom of this castle, that when a kni^t cometh here he must needs 
fight with our lord, and he that is the weaker must lose his head. And 
when that is done, Jt his lady that he bringeth be fouler than our lord's 
wife, she must lose her head: and if she be fairer proved than is our 
la<fy, then shall the lady of this castle lose her head. So God me 
help, said Sir Tristram, this is a foul custom and a shamef^. But 
one advantage have I, said Sir Tristram, I have a lady is fair enough, 
fairer saw I never in all my life days, and I doubt not for lack of 
beauty she shall not lose her head; and rather than I should lose my 
head I will fight for it on a fair field. WTierefore, sir Knight, I pray 
you tell your lord that I will be ready as tomom with my lady, and 
myself to do battle, if it be so I may have my horse and mine armour. 
Sir, said that knight, I undertake that your desire shall be sped right 
well. And then he said: Take your rest, and look that ye be up by 
times and make you ready and your lady, for ye shall want no thing 
that you behoveth. And therewith he departed, and on the moim 
betimes that same knight came to Sir Tristram, and fetched him 
out and his lady, and brought him horse and armour that was his 
own, and bade him make him ready to the field, for all the estates 
and commons of that lordship were there ready to behold that battle 
and judgment. Then came Sir Breunor, -the lord of that castle, with 
his lady in his hand, muffled, and asked Sir Tristram where was his 
la<^: For an thy lady be fairer than mine, with thy word smite off 
my lady's head; and if my lady be fairer than tMne, with my sword 
I must strike off her head. And if I may win thee, yet shall thy lady 
be mine, and thou shalt lose thy head. Sir, said Tristram, this is 
a l^ul custom and horrible; and rather than my lady should lose her 
hea^/ yet had I lever lose my head. Nay, nay, said Sir Breunor, 
the ladies shaU be first showed together^ and the one shall have her 



judgment. Nay, I isdll not so, said Sir Tristram, for here is none 
that give righteous judgment. But Z doUbt not, said Sir Tristram, 
my is fairer than thine, and that will. I prove and make good 
with my hand; And whoseomever he be tluit will say.ihe contrary 
I will prove it on his head. And therewith Sir Tristram showed 
La Beale Iscud, and turned her thrice about with his naked sword in 
his hand. And when Sir Breunor saw that, he did the same wise turn 
his lady. But when Sir Breunor beheld La Beale Isoud, him thought 
he saw never a jfairer lady, and then he dread his lady*s head should 
be off. And so all the people that were there present gave judgment 
that La Beale Isoud was the fairer lady and the better made. How 
now, said Sir Tristram, meseemeth it were jpity that my lady shoidd 
lose her head, but because thou and she of long time have used this 
wicked custom, and by you both have many good Imights apd ladies 
been destroyed, for that cause it were no loss to destroy you both. 

So God me help, said Sir Breunor, for to say the sooth, thy lady 
is fairer than mine, and that me sore repenteth. And so I hear the 
pcK>ple privily say, for of all women I saw none so fair; and therefore, 
an thou, wilt slay^my lady, I doubt not but I shall slay thee and have 
thy la<iy. Thou shsdt win her, said Sir Tristram, as dear as ever 
knight won lady. And by caiise of thine own judgment, as thou wouldst 
have done to my lady if that she luid been foider, and because of the 
evil custom, give me, thy lady, said Sir Tristram. And therwithal 
Sir Tristram strode unto him and took his la<fy from him, and with an 
awk stroke he smote off her head dene. Well, knight, said Sir 
Breunor, now hast thou done me a despite. 



CHAPTER IDCVI 

How Sir Tristram Fought With Si r Breunor, And at The 
Last Smote Off His Head 



Now take thine horse: sythen I am ladyless I will win thy lady 
an I may. Then they took their horses and came together as it had 
been the thunder; and Sir Tristram smote Sir Breunor dean from 
his horse, and lightly he rose up; and as Sir Tristram came again by 
him he thrust his horse throu|^mit both the shoulders, that his horse 
hurled here and there and fell dead to the ground. And ever Sir 
Breunor ran after to have slain Sir Tristram, but Sir Tristram was 
light and nimble, and voided his horse lightly. And or ever Sir Tris- 
tram might dress hip shield and his sword the other gave him three 
or four sad strokes. Then they rushed together like two boars, 
tracing and traversing mightily and wisely as two noble knights. 

For ^s Sir Breunor was a proved knight, and had been or then the 
death of many good knights, that it was pity that he had . so long en- 
dured. Thus they fought, hurling here and there nigh two hours, and 
either were wounded sore. Then at the last Sir Breunor rushed upon 
Sir Tristram and took him in his arms, for he trusted much in his 
strength. Then was Sir Tristram called the strongest and the high- 
est knight of the world; for he was called bigger than Sir Launcelot, 
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